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PRACTICAL ADVICE 



TO THE 



YOUNG PARISH PRIEST. 



TO THE 



RIGHT REVEREND 



THE LORD BISHOP OF ST. ASAPH. 



MY LORD, 

When I applied to your Lordship for permis- 
sion to inscribe your name at the head of this 
small publication, I pledged myself that of 
whatever kind, or however numerous might be 
its imperfections, neither the general spirit in 
which it was written, nor the religious princi- 
ples advanced in it, were such as I had reason 
to believe would incur your Lordship's cen- 
sure. That pledge, I trust, will be found re- 
deemed; so that whatever difference of opinion 
may exist as to its merits, there will be no just 
reason for any, as to its freedom from error in 
doctrine, or uncharitableness in feeling. 



VI DEDICATION. 

But, my Lord, there is another pledge which 
I cannot but be conscious was implied, though 
not expressed, in my application, and your 
Lordship's kind compliance with it, — and which 
I find it more difficult to fulfil, namely — that I 
would not indulge in the expression of that grati- 
tude which I sincerely feel for all the patronage 
bestowed on me while you presided over the Dio- 
cese of Exeter, and for your uniform kindness 
and condescension to me during that period. 

I will, therefore, wholly forbear : — most thankful 
for this additional act of favour, which permits 
me to conclude by fervently praying, that the 
Church may for many years possess your 
Lordship, as one of its most consistent and un- 
compromising defenders ; and by assuring you, 
my Lord, of the dutiful regard, and unfeigned 
respect, with which I must always subscribe 

myself, 

Your Lordship's 
Very grateful and obedient Servant, 

James Duke Coleridge. 



PREFACE. 



When the hedge that fences the vine is threat- 
ened with destruction, so that not only all they 
that go by may pluck off her grapes; but 
even the wild beasts of the field and forest may 
root it up and devour it : when the operation 
of vital religion in this country, as a bond of 
social union, may be said to be endangered by 
an unnatural conspiracy against the established 
Church, between professing believers and pro- 
fessing infidels, — no minister of that Church, 
whether he be an archbishop or curate, can, con- 
sistently with his duty or his safety, play the 
part of Gallio, and care for none of these things. 
All are alike the spiritual husbandmen appointed, 
in their several stations, to train, to cultivate, 
and to protect ; or to direct and superintend, 
and take the lead in so doing; none must stand 
idle. The Author, therefore, although in a. 



subordinate rank, yet having been hired many 
years into the vineyard, does not deem it neces- 
sary to apologise to his younger fellow-labourers, 
or to those who are about to become so, for 
placing before them a few practical hints, the 
result of his experience, on the labours to which 
they are called, and on the zealous and perse- 
vering performance of which, by the appointed 
husbandmen, most, after all, under God, mainly 
depend the flourishing state, nay, perhaps, the 
very existence of the vineyard as a place planted 
amongst us, and, to this time, protected and 
upholden by the right hand of God. But while, 
relying on the singleness of his motive, he thus 
freely addresses his juniors, — from his contempo- 
raries, and still more from those who have, for a 
much longer time, borne the burthen and heat 
of the daily toil of mind and body incidental to 
their Master's service (should any of these chance 
to peruse the following pages), he most respect- 
fully solicits an indulgent construction of the 
manifold imperfections they will doubtless dis- 
cover ; and any suggestions that may be deemed 
profitable &^|fci ministry, he requests may be 
8 he himself does most un- 
; the expression of 



PREFACE. IX 

their common opinions and practice, rather than 
of his own in particular. 

By some readers the Author may be thought 
to have entered too much into minute details on 
pastoral affairs: from such he differs; being 
convinced that few of those for whom he writes 
will censure him for thus leading them by the 
hand, and step by step, in the duties of the 
arduous calling on which they have just entered. 

The Author has adopted the form of Herbert's 
Country Parson, as the preferable one for his 
purpose. How much does he wish that he could 
have transfused into this, his humble attempt to 
be useful, the smallest portion of the spirit which 
breathes through that incomparable work ! 

Lawhitton Rectory, 
March 25th, 1834. 
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4 THE PARISH PRIEST 

many more, a piety at once vacillating and 
lukewarm; in almost all, a preference given 
to things temporal over things eternal. The 
good resolutions made during a long con- 
finement in a sick room, to which he has been 
the frequent visitor, he will too often see vanish 
into nothing, on the return of health, " as the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew that goeth 
away." And when, after repeatedly conversing 
in private with a notorious despiser of ordi- 
nances, and in other respects an unholy liver, 
he feels himself abundantly rewarded by seeing 
him in the house of God, and learning that he has 
relinquished his evil ways, the Parish Priest must 
be prepared for witnessing, in many such cases, 
destruction to all his hopes of having wrought an 
amendment, and must not consider as a new or 
peculiar thing in the ministry of souls, that the 
seed which he has sown, although good in itself, 
has not fallen on a good soil. Again and again 
he will teach publicly the nature of the Lord's 
Supper, and the duty of being a communicant 
in it : he will seek opportunities of urging the 
same point in private; of drawing out the 
scruples of the fearful, removing the stumbling- 
blocks in the way of the ignorant and the 
prejudiced, and rousing the attention of the 
heedless; he will industriously circulate the 
most persuasive of the many excellent tracts 
that have been written on this sacrament; — 
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but the seed, alas ! too often, falls on dry, or 
hard, or thorny ground, and bears no fruit ; and 
the spiritual husbandman must submit, and be 
content to act on Samuel's resolution, " As for 
me, God forbid that I should sin against the 
Lord, in ceasing to pray for you; but I will 
teach you the good and the right way." His 
plans for promoting the religious welfare of his 
flock he must expect to see opposed and often 
frustrated by a worldly-minded, or a schismati- 
cal spirit ; and his motives for originating them 
misrepresented and abused ; but while he may 
not be able to help feeling, in such circum- 
stances, as a man, he must never, by word or act, 
appear to forget that he is a minister of peace. 

These, among many others, are his trials of en-. 
durance ; his temptations of a positive kind are at 
least as numerous. The apparent ill-success of his 
labours tempts him to distrust the Saviour's pro- 
mise of being with his ministers to the end of the 
world, and he is almost inclined to lie down in des- 
pair, and give up the work as hopeless. Whereas, 
if it please God to bless his ministry with some 
visible fruits, and his Master's work seem to 
prosper in his hands ; there is fear lest he should 
forget, even for an instant, how utterly insuffi- 
cient he is of himself to do any thing as of him- 
self, and that his sufficiency, if any, is of God- 
Self-confidence is the snare, and a dreadful 
fall the punishment he may justly expect. Jn a 
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small country parish, in which he is concealed 
from the observation of the world, he must espe- 
cially beware of idleness andlukewarmness; of a 
slovenly preparation forjhe pulpit; a total neg- 
lect, or a hasty and superficial discharge of the 
other pastoral duties, as if the flock were less pre- 
cious in God's sight because of its smallness, or, 
perhaps, of its confined range in mental cultivation. 
He has to resist the temptation which the absence 
of the world's censure holds out to him, of indulg- 
ing, to the neglect of his duty, his favourite pur- 
suits, bodily or intellectual ; whether these latter 
be frivolous in their nature, or such as are strictly 
literary, or even wholly theological. The man 
who is deeply imbued with the love either of 
ecclesiastical history, or of the higher and meta- 
physic divinity, will not find it easy to check his 
pursuit of it, and will be inclined to appeal to the 
character of his reading in justification of himself : 
yet, if he has a parish under his care, he must 
forego every thing for its sake. " Virtutis enim 
laus omnis in actione consistit," must be his rule ; 
" a qua tamen ssepe fit intermissio, multique dan- 
tur ad studia reditus," must be the exception ; for 
the priest's lips, while they preserve knowledge, 
must pour it forth too in private as well as in pub- 
lic ; and the shepherd must often go round about 
his fold, if he either wishes to prevent his sheep 
from going astray, or to save himself from being 
answerable for their doing so. The Country 



Pastor, in short, must learn the moral contained 
in the few words, " God seetk me ;" the con- 
sciousness of God's perfect knowledge and im- 
mediate intuition of every thing which he says 
or does, must operate upon him as if he were 
placed in sight of the whole world, and lie must 
act accordingly. 

On the other hand, in large towns the tempta- 
tion to forget God is equally strong ; and there 
is a just fear lest the eyes of the multitude should 
form the stimulus, and their applause the reward 
of the Parish Priest's exertions. It is a lofty but 
a dangerous eminence to which he has at- 
tained, who ministers in a populous city amidst 
crowded congregations every Sabbath-day ; not 
only must he have a deep sense of that presence 
which will, as it were, annihilate a large, no less 
than it magnifies a small audience ; but it should 
be his daily task to watch and scrutinize nar- 
rowly his own motives in all that he does ; for it 
is not by shutting his eyes to the danger of this 
snare that it will be avoided. He will meet it 
almost every where, not only when exercising 
his ministry in the house of God, but in his 
pastoral visits, or chance conversations with any 
of his flock, not only in society abroad, but at 
home, even when engaged in preparing bis pub- 
lic exhortations. Then, if he has language at 
command, he will be tempted to forget the only 
true purpose of a sermon, in the desire of attract- 
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ing admiration to himself, and to consider less what 
may benefit the souls of his hearers than what 
may secure their applause of his eloquence. 
This unholy love of " the praise of men more 
than the praise of God," as it will be fed by the 
offerings even of the well-disposed and religious 
part of his hearers, so will it prove a most dange- 
rous downfall to the soul of the minister himself, 
whose guilt, so far as he indulges such a vain 
appetite, resembles that of an ambassador, who 
neglecting his country's cause, is anxious only 
to secure influence and aggrandisement for him- 
self. Therefore let him well examine his mo- 
tives ; let him try them, as they will be tried by 
the Word of God ; and let him, where he finds 
them swerving from the right line, apply to the 
only Fountain of Grace that can cleanse and 
rectify him. The danger is very great, and " let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall." 

If these which have been mentioned were all, 
as they are only a very few of the many trials 
and temptations to which the Parish Priest is 
subjected, — yet how great need must he not 
have of private prayer ! For what hope can he 
have of doing good to others — or of saving his 
own soul alive, amidst such assaults, unless he 
prays without ceasing— prays not merely in 
private at stated seasons, but is able and willing 
to frame a prayer in his heart suited to any occa- 
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sion that may call for it ? It must be Lis object 
to cultivate a praying spirit — to obtain a fulness 
of mental devotion ; and this done, though the 
habit thus acquired be not open to man's obser- 
vation ; still, whether in private conversation 
with an individual of his flock, or publicly address- 
ing his assembled congregation, lie will thus be 
reminded of his duty ; and he need not doubt 
that the dew of God's blessing; will abundantly 
come down on him in the discharge of it. 

In his more regular devotions in private, when 
in the stillness of bis chamber he communes with 
bis own heart, and searches out his spirit, in addi- 
tion to such examination into his motives and 
recollection of bis failures, as hath been recom- 
mended above, he will see fit not only to pray 
for all his flock generally, that they may be pre- 
served from those spiritual dangers to which the 
circumstances of the times, or their peculiar 
situation render them most liable ; but to recall 
particular persons to his mind, those with whom 
he has been pleading in behalf of their own souls, 
on account of some omission of duty, or commis- 
sion of sin. He may thus bo the humble instru- 
ment of bringing some nominal Christian nearer 
to the Saviour, and nearer to his own heart, 
which, after the indocility and hard-heartedness 
which he will too frequently meet, he will find a 
useful exercise for his own soul ; and when in 
his parish walks he calls on the person whom he 
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has thus recommended to God, and renews his 
expostulation, he will do so with renewed hope 
of success, in the assurance that the arm of that 
Lord, whom he has supplicated, is not shortened, 
and that it may yet, in an accepted time, be 
stretched forth to save the careless sinner from 
the ruin impending over him. Thus will his 
prayers and his labours co-operate for the wel- 
fare of those committed to his care: and he may 
humbly hope that with the Divine blessing on 
this religious union, he may not unfrequently 
have to add the voice of thanksgiving to that of 
prayer ; and may be permitted to see the work of 
the Lord prosper in his hands, and the heart of 
stone in many instances taken away, to make 
room for the graces and the purity of the holy 
Spirit of God. 

But if unhappily the spiritual ground which 
he is appointed to cultivate is so hard and stony, 
that after all his prayers and all his endeavours, 
little of the seed sown takes root, and less 
brings forth fruit to perfection ; still the Parish 
Priest at the close of everyday, will find his great- 
est solace, and his greatest strength to be derived 
from private prayer. How far he himself has 
been the cause, either by his manner of life in 
any respect, perhaps indifferent in itself, or by 
his mode of expostulating with his people, of 
defeating his own labours, will be a subject of 
anxious inquiry : and then, however comfortable 
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may be the testimony of bis conscience, he will 
pray for grace to " take heed to himself as well 
as to his instructions, that while he teaches 
others, he may not himself be a castaway, but 
may shew himself, in all tilings, a pattern of good 
works, an example to his floek in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity, 
that his profit may appear unto all for their edi- 
fication." Private Prayer will be unto him as a 
divine armouTy, whence he may draw the means 
of defence against the temptations daily besetting 
him, and the means of a patient endurance under 
the disappointments and trials inseparable from his 
calling i and it may in conclusion be laid down 
as an indisputable truth, than which no other 
consideration can place the duty in a stronger 
light; that as without the private prayers of a 
minister, none of his labours can reasonably be 
expected to benefit his people; so if by God's 
mercy any of his ministries should prove in any 
degree productive of true religion, most assuredly 
such heartless and graceless performances will 
draw down no blessing on Mm. As he has never 
prayed, how can he hope to receive? The 
omission of prayer in truth proves that there is 
no desire for God's blessing on his exertions. 
" Ask and ye shall receive." — They who receive 
not, are they who ask not; and they ask not, 
because tliey desire not. Whatever parts of his 
duty> the Minister of the most populous Parish 
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is forced from multiplicity of business to neglect, 
let him not neglect Private Prayer : it will be 
his best refuge, even here, from all the storms 
and difficulties which the passions and prejudices 
of his people may throw in his way ; and it will, 
we may safely believe, be one of the most effec- 
tual instruments through Christ, of bringing him 
at the last, into the peaceful haven where he 
would be, even the land of everlasting life. 



THE PARISH PRIEST 



FIRST COMING TO HIS PARISH. 



The young Parish Priest, whose mind and heart 
are deeply impressed with the sense of the so- 
lemn duties to which he has pledged himself at 
his recent ordination, may well, on first finding 
himself placed as the spiritual overseer of some 
hundreds', or perhaps a thousand persons, panse 
to reflect where or how he shall first begin to 
discharge the obligation laid upon him. Not 
only to his parishioners personally, but pro- 
bably to every circumstance connected with 
them, except the language which they speak, he 
is an entire stranger; and, as in less important 
concerns, he well knows that first impressions are 
frequently favourable, or otherwise, to good suc- 

■ The author, by taking the maximum of population at * 
thousand, conceives he has taken the fair average between the 
overgrown population in the Bluing and manufacturing districts 
and those of small agricultural parishes. His suggestions, there- 
fore, to the Parish Priest, placed amidst the former, may be 
adopted and acted on by him, so far as they are found advisable 
lo practise. Some of them ho well knows tu be impracticable. 
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cess, so he dreads lest his first steps, either 
through ignorance, or well meant, but mistaken, 
zeal on his part, should increase the difficulties 
he has to encounter. Although he is prepared 
in his due degree and measure to act on all ne- 
cessary occasions in the full spirit of St. Paul's 
charge to Timothy, " Let no man despise thy 
youth V' yet he may and ought to feel diffident 
in first showing the staff of his office, hitherto 
untried, among persons who cannot be supposed 
to have any prepossessions in his favour, but 
rather, perhaps, have amongst them those who 



1 I hope it will not be out of place to quote here a few lines 
from our incomparable Chaucer's picture of a Country Parson* 
such as he drew by way of satirical contrast to his Monk and 
Friar. I need not suggest to my readers, that in Chaucer's 
verses the final e must, in general, be sounded as a distinct 
syllable. 

And though he holy were and vertuous, 
He was to sinful men not dispitous ; 
Ne of his speche dangerous ne digne, 
But in his teching discrete and benigne. 
To drawen folk to heven with fairenesse, 
By good ensample, was his besinesse ; 
But it were any persone obstinat, 
What so he were of highe or low estat, 
Him wolde he snibben sharply for the nones. 
A better preest I trowe that no wher non is. 
He waited after no pompe ne reverence, 
He maked him no spiced conscience i 
But Cristes love and his apostles twelve 
He taught, but first he folwed it himselve. 

Prologue to Canterbury Tales, 
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will look with indifference, if not hostility, on a 
minister of religion if commissioned from an 
Established Church. His brethren in the mi- 
nistry are, perhaps, resident at some distance ; 
they are unknown to him ; and some time cer- 
tainly must elapse before he can freely commu- 
nicate and consult with them, and take the be- 
nefit either of their local knowledge of his parish, 
or of their general information, or longer expe- 
rience in the duties of their common calling. 

Let him then, first of all, in the exercise of a 
sound discretion, which next to love for the work 
to which he is allied, is the quality of mind most 
necessary for him, guard well his words in his 
introductory sermon ; they will, he may be sure, 
be closely scrutinized; any extravagant profes- 
sions of future zeal and activity will be sus- 
pected; any assumption in his manner or matter 
of affectionate interest in the welfare of his 
hearers, whom he has never seen before, will not 
be considered sincere ; any attempt at producing 
an effect, in short, by a display of eloquence or 
talent or earnestness in this his first address, 
which neither by ability or disposition he is pre- 
pared to sustain afterwards, will be dangerous. 
The favourable impression, if any, will only be 
on the most ignorant part of his congregation, 
and with them very transitory. The sounding 
line of experience will prove the depth of his 
willingness and ability ; and the intrinsic worth 
7 
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of many a subsequent act of ministerial useful- 
ness, will suffer depreciation by comparison with 
the ostentatious promises and declarations of his 
first sermon. Let him therefore speak very little 
of himself, and very much of his Divine Master, 
on whose errand he is sent. Let him enlarge on 
the gracious message of mercy, which his minis- 
ters are commissioned to bear, on its blessings 
and its conditions, on the happiness of accept- 
ing, and the danger of neglecting it. Let him 
advert to the claim which the ministers of God 
have on the attention of their people, not only 
from the nature of the message, but from the 
Divine ordinance by which they are delegated 
as ambassadors for Christ, and are constrained at 
the peril of their souls to preach his Gospel. Let 
the dignity and the danger of that commission, 
with its attendant duties, be explained ; let the 
correlative obligations on the part of the people 
be pointed out in kind but uncompromising lan- 
guage; and, towards the conclusion, let him 
very briefly bespeak their indulgence towards 
himself, not to be extreme to mark his errors 
through ignorance, inexperience, infirmity, or 
even inattention, and this as much for their own 
sake as for his. Finally, let him invite them to the 
exercise of mutual prayer to the throne of grace, 
they for him, that he may walk worthy of 
the vocation to which he is called, and may have 
free grace to make full and successful proof of 
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his ministration ; he for them, that the word 
may be effectually engrafted in them, that true 
and lively word which is able to save their souls; 
so that by thus helping and forbearing each other, 
the conscientious performance of their respec- 
tive duties may redound to their common exalt- 
ation in the day of the Lord; and when the 
Chief Shepherd shall appear, both he the Pastor, 
and they the flock committed to his charge, may 
receive at his hands a crown of glory tiiat shall 
not fade away. 

His first Sunday being over, his next business 
is to become acquainted with his parishioners, 
and the extent of the parish itself; in order to 
which he will devote a part of every day to this 
object, and if he can engage the churchwarden, 
or any other respectable parishioner to assist 
him, his work will be facilitated and his time 
saved : but call on all his people he must, as a 
first step towards conciliating their good will, and 
arranging a methodical plan for future domestic 
visits. He will (earn and note down the number 
of inhabitants in each dwelling, their means of 
subsistence, their usual occupations, and the 
rents or payments made by them for their 
houses. To this information, gained on his first 
visit, he will afterwards add, whether they are 
dissenters or belonging to his own communion ; 
if the latter, whether they are regular in attend- 
ing church; whether they are communicants; 
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whether they have a Bible or Prayer-book, or 
any religious books ; whether and where their 
children attend school '. 

With this statistical knowledge, which, added 
to the parochial duties claiming his immediate 
attention, it will take him some time to acquire, 
he will proceed to arrange a plan for such a 
frequent and regular visitation of his parish- 
ioners as may, in due time, give him some 
acquaintance with their prevailing habits, 
their peculiar temptations, their degree of 
knowledge of the cardinal doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, and yet farther may succeed in win- 
ning for himself some portion of their good-will, 
and confidence in his sincerity as their friend and 
pastor. In the attainment of this last object he 
must by no means commence with a profuse and 



1 Perhaps the subjoined form may n 
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indiscriminate distribution of money. Popula- 
rity bo gained is not worth the acquisition, and 
whatever influence it may give, must depend on 
the continuance of the same system ; it must, 
therefore, in general, be short-lived. But its 
worst effect will be on the principles and con- 
duct of the poor themselves, who instead of 
attending the ordinances of religion, on reli- 
gious motives, will be, in truth, little less than 
bribed thereto ; and their hearts so far from being 
renewed by the power of divine grace, will be 
confirmed in their moral corruption by their gra- 
tified thirst after the mammon of this world. At 
the same time, real necessity, especially if aggra- 
vated by sickness, will, as well at first as after- 
wards, uniformly command the Parish Priest's 
best exertions to relieve it ; and this charitable 



priate for the purpose ; it hai nerved the author many yean. 
HAMLET, No. I. 
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temper becoming known, will soon obtain for him 
that legitimate influence which a judicious bene- 
volence ought to have. He will give in the hope 
of receiving again; but what he receives will be 
acceptable to him not as a man, but as a minister ; 
and thus valued, be used by him for the religious 
improvement of his people. 

Indeed, until the Parish Priest has by an 
even tenor of active kindness gained somewhat 
of the personal esteem and good-will of his 
people, he will do well to abstain in his public 
addresses from any local allusions, any remarks 
on the prevalent or peculiar vices of his flock, or 
on their indecorous or irreligious habits in the 
performance of Divine service in the Church. 
He must feel his way, and approach very gradu- 
ally to the office of personally admonishing his 
flock. The coming late into the Church, the 
neglecting to kneel during prayers, to stand 
during the singing, or audibly to join in the 
prescribed parts of the Service *, are things, one 
or all of them too frequently to be observed in 



1 In furtherance of this practice, so desirable on every account, 
the author would suggest, as a very simple expedient, the print- 
ing the Rubric in the Common Prayer Book, as its name im- 
ports, in red characters : the attention of the humbler classes 
would thus be called to those directions which are now little 
heeded, although addressed to themselves no less than to their 
minister, for the due performance of their respective offices of 
devotions. 
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the generality of congregations ; and its never 
having been the eustom to attend to a purticular 
rite or ceremony, will not only Tender it very 
difficult for the Parish Priest to introduce its 
practice, but be by a common prejudice urged as 
a reason against its introduction. He will be far 
from thinking these points unworthy his atten- 
tion, even while he is preparing to grapple with 
other and heavier obstacles to his ministerial 
success : but great discretion is requisite in at- 
tempting the correction of such matters ; there 
ought to be great kindness in the manner, and 
the clergyman will find it well, after having 
preached on the several subjects, to point out 
privately to individuals their error, and to circu- 
late affectionate printed addresses to the same 
effect, on which they may reflect at home. 

Among his earliest labours for the religious 
welfare of his flock, the Parish Priest will take 
steps for supplying what he may find deficient, 
in the means for training the rising generation 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. — 
'' Schools," says Luther in his invaluable Table 
Talk, "concilia sunt; parva quidem, sed per- 
petua et utilissima : they have a precious office 
and work, and are the very jewels of the Church. 
I would that no one were chosen a preacher, 
who had not prepared himself for it by an at- 
tendance on schools ; for in teaching children, 
we learn how to teach men." Itis not prohahW 
that at this day he will have to estafc&sJn fes ^a 
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first time a daily school, either wholly, or par- 
tially free ; and still less a Sunday school ; but 
if from previously untoward circumstances of 
any kind such should be the case, let him begin 
with the latter, as being the most necessary, and 
calling for the least outlay of pecuniary expen- 
diture, and as that in which all classes of his 
parishioners will most probably wish him God 
speed. More deliberation is necessary respect- 
ing a daily school: the houses in his parish may lie 
so far scattered apart from each other as to make 
the choice of a central place, where the majority 
of the children may congregate, difficult : the 
funds necessary for erecting, or renting a build- 
ing, and for paying a master or mistress, may not 
easily be obtained. If so, he will see how far 
the old stile of rural education, in what were 
commonly called Dames 9 Schools, can be made 
subservient to his purpose, how far he can gain 
pecuniary assistance towards paying for a larger 
number of children than are already taught in 
them ; and by so conciliating, gain an influence 
over, the aged teachers, and by his personal in- 
terference, gradually render their system of 
teaching more efficient. He must do the best 
he can under the circumstances in which he is 
placed; let him not neglect to do the little he can, 
because he cannot do the much he may desire ; 
and in whatever he does, he must strive so 
to do it as not to give offence in any thing, 
that his ministry may not \>e \>\»h&&. T^\^<sui- 



ON FIRST COMING TO HIS PARISH. 23 

ties, greater or less, he must expect to encounter; 
sometimes in the quarter whence he least looks 
for them ; and in differently constituted parishes, 
they will vary accordingly : but he must perse- 
vere in faith and patience, and in earnest suppli- 
cation for the Divine blessing on all his endea- 
vours. 

Having accomplished or made good progress 
in these his prefatory labours towards the 
knowledge and the religious improvement of his 
flock, the Parish Priest will now establish 
method in the distribution of his time, and not 
suffer this to be infringed, except by the i: 
mediate calls of duty. Whilst he will be easy of 
access at all times to those who come to him, ( 
call for him, as their pastor; to the frivolous and 
idle within his cure, he will not scruple to make 
it known, that a certain portion of his day is de- 
voted to the retirement of his study, and is not 
lightly to be invaded. A very essential part of 
his duty, not only as the shepherd of a particular 
flock, but as a minister of the Catholic Church 
of Christ, is to be performed there : if lie is to 
bring out of his treasure things new and old for 
the edifying or confirmation of the laity in the 
true faith and practice of the Gospel, in his study 
it is that the seed must be sown, and the divine 
blessing on its increase invoked, before such a 
harvest can be expected. The dreams of vanity 
and enthusiasm must be disregarded: even a 
moderately gifted divine can ouYy W ic«s«&. 
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by study ; without it an uninspired man may be 
a declaimer, an haranguer ; but not in the true 
sense of the word — a preacher. The Parish 
Priest, therefore, like Timothy, must " give at- 
tendance to reading :" he must have an allotted 
time for this purpose; and when that allotted 
time is once known, he will not be often in- 
terrupted, except for the fulfilment of that which 
must supersede even the study of divinity itself, 
the active duties of his calling. 

Lastly, let him be carefully free from the ap- 
pearance of ostentation in every thing he does ; 
in all his arrangements, all his plans for the be- 
nefit of his parish, not only at his first setting 
out, but through his whole career. Let his talk 
about the concerns of his parish, and his own 
requisite personal exertions, be but with a very 
few, and those only who can assist him in his 
work. Let him be very cautious in forming his 
opinion of the characters of individuals, and be 
still more cautious in expressing it; and let him, 
above all things, beware of committing himself 
by a premature scrutiny into the personal con- 
duct of his people. The' reputation of thus acting 
the part of a secret inquisitor will, by the offence 
thereby occasioned, injure the cause of his 
ministry far more than the knowledge, even 
though correct, thus gained, will profit it. Time 
will gradually unfold to him much painful infor- 
mation on this head: and experience will then 
enable him to make the piopfci \*&e of it. 
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HIS STUDY. 



The fifth question put by the Bishop to the 
Deacon in the " Form of Ordering of Priests," 
is, " Will you he diligent in Prayers and in read- 
ing 1 of the Holy Scriptures, and in such studies 
as help to the knowledge of the same, laying 
aside the study of the world and the flesh ?" — 
Answer, "I will endeavour myself so to do, the 
Lord being my helper." — On which Archbishop 
Seeker in his Instructions to Candidates, thus 
comments : — " You promise that ' you will be 
diligent in prayers and reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures;' which by the preceding exhortation 
evidently appears to mean, private prayer and, 
reading; 'and in such studies, as help to the 
knowledge of Scripture, laying aside the study 
of the world and the flesh ;' that is, not making, 
either gross pleasures, or more refined amuse- 
ments, even literary ones unconnected with your 
profession, or power, or profit, or advancement, 
or applause, your great aim in life ; but labour- 
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ing chiefly to qualify yourselves for doing good 
to the souls of men, and applying carefully to 
that purpose whatever qualifications you attain." 
The Parish Priest will have this question, 
and the obligations under which he has bound 
himself in his answer to it, uppermost in his mind 
when he enters his study, and commences his 
morning labours. In it he will consider himself 
as in a storehouse, whence he is to draw the 
means for efficiently discharging the various 
duties of his sacred calling: and herein, carefully 
distinguishing the means from the end, he will 
not content himself with the mere mental gratifi- 
cation arising from the perusal of learned works, 
or seek for those which may most minister to the 
same — but ponder, as he goes along, how lie 
may produce what is written, into practice, — how 
he may turn it to the edification of his people : 
and this he will do, not so much by direct and 
immediate transfusion or quotation into his ser- 
mons, as by the general storing of his mind, and 
the ennobling of the feelings of his heart. The 
keeping of this object always in view, as his polar 
star of guidance throughout his daily course, will 
not only help in directing his choice, but give a 
wonderful interest to every book he reads ; and 
he will thus be following up in his study, and 
striving to attain that which has been the con- 
stant burthen of his daily prayers in his chamber, 
the saving of himself and of those committed 
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to his care. Nor need he fear that his path of 
study will thus be too narrowly circumscribed, nor 
suppose that he must in this case read only such 
treatises as bear immediately on the duties of the 
pastoral office. Not so : the general direction of 
his studies must bend to this point, — the qualify- 
ing himself as a minister of the Gospel : some of 
them may come nearer to it than others — some 
may affect this object directly, others inferentially, 
yet all may and must do so ultimately. The circle 
of science, of which the study of divinity may be 
to all, and to a clergyman ought always to be the 
centre and the focus, is as large as the boundary 
of things visible and invisible, and as beautiful 
as the everlasting city of God: whether he turns 
his face to the north or to the south ; whether he 
probes the composition of earthly phenomena by 
the subtle questioning of chemistry, or observes 
the motions and the distances of heaven's lights 
from the splendid road of astronomy, whatever 
his bent of mind, whithersoever his feet seek to 
go; if he wanders into no by-ways ; if he drinks 
of no broken cisterns ; if be remembers in whose 
high road he is travelling, be will find with equal 
astonishment and delight upon his attaining what 
may seem to his abilities or his desires the outer- 
most circle of knowledge, that a journey which 
began in religion has not led him from God, and 
that as the fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom, so extensive knowledge, and a re- 
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ligious direction thereof, are great helps and 
ornaments not only to religion in general, but to 
the efficient discharge of the ministerial office. 
Ever mindful of his responsibility to Him from 
whom his commission is derived, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and sensible moreover of the wide range 
to which he may extend his inquiries, he will not 
often feel inclined to deviate from his course of 
professional study into one that is wholly secular, 
except with the view of invigorating his mind 
by occasional relaxation : as he advances, he 
will see the prospect opening beyond, and lead- 
ing him on still farther, to gain the eminence 
which may command a comprehensive view of all 
around ; and although as he pauses at intervals, 
and looking back on the ground over which he 
has gone, compares it with that which lies before 
him, he need not in this particular, as in many 
other parts of his duty he profitably may, adopt 
the maxim of the Roman, " Nil actum reputans 
dum quid superesset agendum," — yet will such a 
view serve to point out how many, how varied, 
and how attractive are the paths which he may 
and must tread in order to become a deeply 
skilled, a thoroughly armed theologian. 

But as the time devoted by the Parish Priest 

to study, must be regulated by a due regard to 

the active duties of his calling, and as these must 

be more or less in number in proportion to the 

population and locality of his Parish, the pro- 
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gross made by individuals must vary accord- 
ingly : lie, however, who has the most frequent 
calls on his time out of doors, will not rest con- 
tented until he is so far instructed in the king- 
dom of heaven as to understand well in their 
different bearings, the doctrines of man's pri- 
mitive apostacy from God, with its unhappy 
effect on the whole human race, the method of 
recovery through Christ ; the work of the Spirit 
in applying a purchased redemption; the full 
and free offers of salvation through Christ made 
in the Gospel to sinners, and the nature of that 
faith which makes meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light. Nor will he deceive himself 
by the notion, that a knowledge of divinity 
entirely derived from a few modern writers, on 
whatever may be the prevailing controversy of 
the times, will suffice to make the scribe able 
to bring forth out of his treasures things new 
and old, or the preacher who wilt keep back 
nothing profitable, or declare to his bearers the 
whole counsel of God. On the contrary, he will 
be convinced, and he will act on the conviction, 
that a thorough study of the evidences of Christ- 
ianity iD general, and of particular articles of 
fiiith, is as necessary to enable him to give an 
answer to every man that asketh a reason of the 
hope that is in him, and by sound doctrine, both 
to exhort and to convince gainsayers; as an 
intimate knowledge of the nature and necessity 
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of the perceptive part of religion — the hind- 
rances to men's practising it, and the methods 
of removing them, is to qualify him as an in- 
structor of his people in the whole of their duty 
to God, their neighbours, and themselves. 

And here I will venture so far upon my age 
and experience, as to insist strongly upon the 
advantages arising from a more methodical and 
undivided study of our elder divines by the 
young clergyman. The benefit is twofold : his 
mind will be enlarged and elevated, and his 
style strengthened and refined. No one who 
has not carefully and reverentially perused the 
palmary works of the English clergy of the 
seventeenth century, can adequately conceive 
the fulness, the depth, and the splendour with 
which the faith and the practice of a Christian, 
have respectively been taught and enforced by 
members of the Church of England. Indeed, 
with three or four obvious exceptions, the great 
divines are the great geniuses of our literature. 
He who knows not the calm majesty of Hooker, 
the passionate subtilty of Donne, the boundless 
eloquence of Taylor, or the fervent reasonings 
of Barrow, is a stranger to some of the highest 
achievements of the human intellect. But these 
names are not all. There is a multitude of 
writers, of the same age, inferior in power, per- 
haps, but equal in usefulness to those already 
mentioned. Amongst these, I would especially 
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record my veneration for Audrewes, Hall (in 
part), Sanderson, and Hammond. As sermon- 
writers, South, Tillotson and Snialridge belong to 
a rather later period ; but Bull and Waterland, 
the two classic divines on the subject of the 
Holy Trinity, are of every age, and have been 
received as authoritative in every part of Christ- 
endom '. Some at least of these great lights of 
the English, indeed of the universal Church, 
ought certainly to be found in the library of 
every clergyman ; the study of them will in a 
surprising degree and manner, fill, fertilize, and 
invigorate the intellect; it will prevent that same- 
ness and shallowness of style and matter which 
too frequently characterize the sermons of those 
who trust solely to the resources of modern 
reading; and perhaps it will, more than any 
thing else, after God's grace, help to raise the 
mind and the heart up to that point from which 
the true spirit and meaning of the Scriptures 
can be most fully apprehended. 

And, in such diligent study, he will be encou- 
raged to persevere, by recollecting that even in the 
days of inspiration it was commanded. St. Paul 
was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and had 
made, we have good reason for knowing, a con- 

1 See the curious testimony to Bull's merits in (lie Jesuit 
Zola's edition of the Defeniio Fidel Nuance, l;.'M. and ihe 
language of the famous Father Isla in Flay Getundio. B. ii. 
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siderable proficiency under so eminent a master. 
And yet, after he had been favoured with 
heavenly illumination, so far is he from thinking 
farther study needless, that even when in prison, 
and when he had the prospect of approaching 
martyrdom, he commands his books and his 
parchments to be sent to him ; where by the 
former are probably meant not only books com- 
menting on, and explanatory of, the Jewish 
Scriptures, but some heathen authors also; 
and by the latter, the Apostle's own memoranda, 
the result of his studies, which might help him 
in the discharge of his apostolic office \ The 
learning and knowledge, then, which St. Paul 
thought it expedient to use, will surely be 
deemed indispensable by the ordinary preacher 
of the Gospel at this day. 

The same Paul exhorts Timothy to " give 
attendance," first, " to reading," and then " to 
exhortation and doctrine," to instruct himself 
well, before he instructed others; and charges 
him to meditate on divine things, and give him- 
self wholly to them, that his profiting might 
appear unto all. Though from a child he had 
known the holy Scriptures, was esteemed learned 
enough in them to be a minister, nay a Bishop 
of Christ's Church, and had extraordinary gifts 
bestowed upon him, he is warned that reading 

1 Read the admirable Sermon of Bishop Bull, on 2 Timothy 
iv. 13. 
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and meditation were still necessary to fit him to 
teacli and exhort. Can the Word of Life then 
be preached at this day, in a way in any degree 
suitable to its majesty and importance, without 
any reading or meditation atall on the preacher's 
part ? He is farther admonished, that lie must 
be "apt to teach;" but how, since the extra- 
ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit are withdrawn, 
this qualification can be attained without an in- 
timate knowledge of the Scriptures, and of that 
learning necessary to the right understanding 
of them, is not to be imagined 1 . 

For " tell me," says the famous Henry 
More, " tell me, ye high-flown perfectionists, 
ye boasters of the light within you, could the 
highest perfection of your inward light ever 
show to you the history of past ages, the state of 
the world at present, the knowledge of arts and 
tongues, without books or teachers ? How then 
can you understand the providence of God, or 
the age, the purpose, the fulfilment of prophe- 
cies, or distinguish such as have been fulfilled 
from those to the fulfilment of which we are to 
look forward ? How can you judge concerning 

1 " It ia worthy of especial observation, that the Scriptures are 
distinguished from all other writings pretending to inspiration, 
by the strong ami tiv.|ni-nt rc'-immu mixtions nf knowledge and 
a spirit of inquiry. Without reflection, it ii evident that neither 
theone can he acquired, nor the nthereiercised." Aids to Re- 
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the authenticity and uncorruptedness of the 
Gospels and the other sacred Scriptures ? And 
how without this knowledge, can you support 
the truth of Christianity ? How can you either 
have, or give, a reason for the faith which you 
profess? This light within, that loves dark- 
ness, and would exclude those excellent gifts of 
God to mankind, knowledge and understanding ; 
what is it but a sullen self-sufficiency within 
you, engendering contempt of superiors, pride, 
and a spirit of division, and inducing you to re- 
ject for yourselves, and to undervalue in others, 
the helps without, which the grace of God has 
provided and appointed for his church, nay, to 
make them grounds or pretexts of your dislike 
or suspicion of Christ's ministers who have 
fruitfully availed themselves of the helps afforded 
them ?" 

The Parish Priest therefore having seen how 
the case stood with St. Paul, and St. Timothy, 
will consider the example of the twelve apostles, 
so often urged in these days, as proving the 
needlessness of human learning to be an example 
to the last degree fallacious; for they, before their 
call, or rather before the illumination vouchsafed 
to them after our Lord's ascension, were, it is 
true, illiterate fishermen and mechanics ; but 
after that period they, by virtue of such special 
illumination, became the most effective of all 
preachers ; their supernaturally acquired graces 
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more than supplied their previous want of human 
learning: and therefore,* now that those gifts, 
which may be considered analogous to the quali- 
fications for the ministry attainable under the 
divine blessing on a learned education and regu- 
lar study, are withdrawn ; to such study, and 
such learning, regulated, as was before said, by 
a due regard to the active duties of his calling, 
•must the minister of Christ apply himself, if he 
wishes in the most distant manner even to imitate 
his inspired predecessors in the priesthood. 

In order to prosecute his studies profitably, 
either for himself or others, he will observe 
method and order, as well in the course of the 
authors which he reads, as in the distribution of 
his time ; for his more particular direction in the 
former, he may safely be referred to the many 
excellent lists that have been furnished, by divers 
prelates and other clergymen in the pages of the 
Christian Remembrancer, for the years 1830-31, 
whence he may select what is most suited to his 
means and opportunities. The allotment of his 
time * must depend on the frequency and urgency 
of his other pastoral duties. On this point and on 
the nature and degree of the obligation to which 
the Parish Priest is here bound, a French Pro- 
testant author well says, " Not to read, is to tempt 

1 As a general rule, it may be recommended to make study 
the employment of the early part of every day, and preparation 
for the ensuing Sunday, that of the early part of every week. 

d2 
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God ; to do nothing but study, is to forget the 
ministry. To read in order to appear more 
learned, is a sinful vanity. But to read in order 
to exhort, and to instruct with wholesome 
doctrine, this is according to God's will and 
word." According to the spirit of this advice, 
and in humble dependence on the divine help 
and blessing, let him pursue his path, and he 
will find it lead to a far more successful discharge 
of his duty in both its parts, than if either were 
followed to the exclusion of the other : the mere 
student is not fit to be a minister of souls ; the 
neglecter of study can never preach in its in- 
tegrity the Gospel of our Divine Master. 

That he may do this successfully, the Parish 
Priest will make it his principal care to prepare 
beforehand, his public addresses to his people ; 
and while he may admit that by some few 
persons of high talent such previous labours in 
the study may be so digested as to enable them 
to preach efficiently without committing their 
meditations to paper, and so the sacred cause 
entrusted to them lose nothing by their unskilful 
way of handling it; yet will he in Christian 
humility, rather distrust his own powers, and 
holding the edification of his flock at too high a 
value to risk the endangering of it by presenting 
to them a loose, or unconnected, or partial view 
of the Gospel scheme, he will deem a written 
sermon the safest and the best vehicle for con- 
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veying to them the knowledge of the truth; 
and in coming to this conclusion, he will be 
supported by the practice of almost all the best 
and most eloquent preachers of our Church, 
since the time of its reformation. 

In selecting subjects for the pulpit, he will 
consider what is the general character of his 
flock ; what are their chief spiritual wants ; 
what are the faults of which they are most guilty, 
or most likely to be guilty ; what their principal 
dangers, arising cither from the situation in which 
they live, or from the prevailing custom of the 
times or the nature of their daily occupations. 
All these things must be duly regarded, in order 
efficiently to administer to the necessities of their 
souls; but duly regarded they can never be, unless 
they are known ; and to know them, the Parish 
Priest must not only meet his flock in the 
Church, but visit them frequently at their own 
homes, and observe their daily habits — not only 
be resident among them — but be felt to be so. 
Whatever be the moral, however, of his sermons, 
he will take care that its foundation be always 
laid deep in the grand characteristic doctrines, 
at once humiliating and glorious, of the Gospel 
of Christ. On these he will not unfrequently 
preach almost exclusively, securing, as it were, 
and confirming in the minds of his people, those 
foundations of all sound scriptural knowledge 
and faith, though he may think that they already 
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know them, and are in some sort established in 
them; but more commonly they will appear, 
like a rich vein of precious ore, to pervade and 
give warmth and power to his whole discourse, 
directed as that may yet be more immediately to 
the preceptive part of the Gospel ; and as even 
when the explanation of a doctrine be his chief 
aim, his conclusion will always show the con- 
nection of that doctrine with a holy life ; so will 
he never enlarge on repentance towards God, 
without equally testifying the necessity of faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. He will in fine, 
never forget, that it is his bounden duty to act as 
far as in him lies, on the example of St. Paul, 
and like him, to declare to his people, not a 
mutilated Gospel, but all the counsel of God. 

It will, moreover, be his delight not only to 
show to his flock their spiritual advantages as 
members of Christ's universal Church, but like- 
wise the privileges they possess and the blessings 
to which they may attain, as belonging to that 
branch of it established in this kingdom. He 
will minister the doctrine and sacraments of 
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, and as 
this Church and Realm hath received the same, 
according to the commandments of God: and 
he will point out that, by his so ministering 
them, and their so receiving them, their pre- 
sent and future welfare are best consulted. 
Guarding then carefully against assuming a 
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controversial air or tone — he will yet instruct 
his hearers not only in the scriptural autho- 
rity under which our Church has acted in pre- 
scribing a Form of Prayer and Administra- 
tion of the Sacraments, to which her ministers 
are bound to conform ; but in the spiritual ad- 
vanfages derivable to them from their use of a 
precomposed service, if their hearts accompany 
the words of their lips. Without censuring the 
practice of others, he will point out the n-asoit- 
ableness of preferring our own ; and when he 
considers the simple sublimity of our prayers, 
their venerable antiquity, their evangelical 
purity; when he describes the path marked 
out for the progress of the sincere Christian 
from the contrite confession of his sins, to 
the comfortable declaration by the minister of 
Christ, of his being pardoned on the terms of 
the Gospel-covenant; when, after pouring forth 
his heart in prayer to the only Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, for the promised assist- 
ance of his Holy Spirit, in his endeavour to 
fulfil these terms, he is led on to praise and 
thanksgiving, admonished, cheered, and in- 
structed throughout by the Sacred Word itself, 
and by such commentaries on the same, as, if 
agreeable to the Articles of the Church, must 
be themselves scriptural; when he thus re- 
views tile many excellencies of the Liturgy, 
he will not scruple to avow, that if any Church 
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under heaven hath whereof to glory in this 
behalf, ours much more. He will gladly apply 
to the appointed Scriptures for the day, for 
his subjects of public instruction, and will 
thankfully acknowledge that, where the whole 
field is so fruitful, and yet so extensive, it is 
good to be directed, from time to time, to chosen 
parts, and to be in some degree relieved from 
the task of selecting, by the labour and wisdom 
x>f others. 

Nor will he think it unworthy of his office, 
or of the house of God, to instruct his hearers 
in the expediency and advantage of their con- 
forming to the Rubric, during their participa- 
tion in the Service of the Church. To do this 
may not be among the weightier parts of his 
duty; yet such may be its consequence on a 
congregation assembled for prayer, that it may 
well be reckoned among those particulars, 
which ought not be left undone. For, were 
the directions of the Rubric as to posture, and 
audibly responding, strictly followed, it must 
be obvious to every reflecting person, that not 
only would the various parts of the Service ap- 
pear in their just proportions, and their design 
be more clearly seen, and better answered ; and 
thus the charge of excessive length be proved 
groundless ; but what is of far higher import, the 
attention would be engaged, a greater interest ex- 
cited, and the heart thus more probably animated 
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and warmed with the spirit of devotion. If 
the Book itself of Common Prayer were m( 
commonly used throughout the Service, it would 
prevent that looking about, and wandering with 
the eyes over the congregation, which inevitably 
must lead to the wandering of the mind, and 
render the attendance at the Church a mockery; 
and surely the Preacher, when he contemplates 
such a result, may well be justified in admonish- 
ing his hearers on the subject, and in pointing 
out any probable subsidiary means for its preven- 
tion ; while, at the same time, he ought never to 
forget to warn them, that the homage of the lips, 
the strictest semblance of devotion, separate from 
that of the heart, is and must always be an abo- 
mination to the Lord, 

" It is a strange folly in multitudes of us," 
says Archbishop Leigh ton, "to set ourselves no 
mark, to propound no end in the hearing of the 
Gospel. The merchant sails, not merely that 
iic may sail, but for traffic, and traffics that he 
may be rich. The husbandman plows not 
merely to keep himself busy, with no further 
end, but plows that he may sow, and sows that 
he may reap with advantage. And shall we do 
the most excellent and fruitful work fruitlessly, 
hear only to hear, and look no further? This 
is indeed a great vanity, and a great misery, to 
lose that labour, and gain nothing by it, which, 
duly used, would be of all others most advan- 
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tageous and gainful : — and yet all meetings are 
full of this." 

But whether the Parish Priest in his study is 
engaged in storing his own mind with divine 
knowledge, or in preparing to impart it to those 
committed to his trust, whatever be the occupa- 
tions of this his legitimate retirement from the 
active duties of his calling, he ought (these are 
the words of Bishop Burnet) to employ a great 
part of his time in secret and fervent prayer, for 
the direction and blessing of God in his labours, 
for the constant assistance of his Holy Spirit, 
and for a lively sense of divine matters, that so 
he may feel the impressions of them grow deep 
and strong upon his thoughts. This, and this 
only, will make him go on with his work with- 
out wearying, and be always rejoicing in it; 
this will make his expressions of these things to 
be happy and noble, when he can bring them 
out of the good treasure of his heart, that is ever 
full, and always warm with them. 



THE PARISH PRIEST 



LORD'S DAY. 



It was happily remarked by a great living poet 
and philosopher, in conversation with a friend, 
that in giving us fifty-two Sundays, God had 
given mankind fifty-two springs : and his mean- 
ing, it may be supposed, was, that as in the natural 
spring, nature appears to revive, and to begin 
her appointed cmnse ;-i<;;tiii with restored vigour, 
giving the first promise of, and preparing the 
way for, the full outpouring of those riches 
which so abundantly testify the goodness of her 
Divine Author, so to a spring in the religious 
world may the Lord's Day be compared, in 
which the promises and exhortations and threat- 
ening^ of the Gospel, declared throughout the 
earth, if received into the hearts of the hearers, 
and there watered by the refreshing dews of 
divine grace, are the earnest of aplenttful bear- 
ing of religious fruits throughout the ensuing 
week. And if it be so with ordinary Christians, 
what may be said of the privileges of Sunday to 
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the man of God who watches for the souls of 
others, as one that must give an account? To 
him it cannot be a day of bodily rest : it must 
be a day of much mental trial and anxious la- 
bour : but it is a trial to which he has specially 
pledged himself; it is a work and labour that 
proceedeth of love, for which God most assuredly 
will not forget the humble and persevering agent 
thereof. Manifold, and, beyond comparison with 
all others, important are the duties he has to dis- 
charge on this day ; they savour more of heaven 
than of earth ; to draw up the affection of his 
people from the creature to the Creator, who is 
over all, the blessed God for evermore, is his 
high and holy purpose ; — and who is sufficient for 
these things ? 

The Parish Priest therefore well knowing, 
that successfully to aim at this, he must labour 
himself to be heavenly-minded, which yet he can 
never be by his own unassisted strength, ought 
to have his especial prayers for the Sabbath 
morning. In his confessions, not only the gene- 
ral imperfection of his ministerial services, but 
any special instances of negligence, sloth, and 
unfaithfulness, during the past week, should be 
remembered before his Heavenly Master: and he 
ought to dread, as full of danger, that tendency 
of the mind to stifle its convictions of failures 
and of guilt, either by devising excuses which 
have no foundation in fact, or by giving a soft 
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name to an act of delinquency, when it deserves 
a hard one. He ought to pray that the Holy 
Spirit may accompany him to the house of God, 
and make him not only serious, devout, and 
attentive in himself, but apt to teach, and skilful 
to direct and bring up all under his care in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Neither 
for himself alone will he pray, but for tliem also, 
that they may have a ready apprehension and 
memory, to receive and keep all profitable in- 
struction, and a diligent and teachable dispo- 
sition, to observe and practise all God's command- 
ments : so that under the prospering hand of the 
Lord, after a faithful and conscientious discharge 
of their respective duties ; he the Pastor, and 
they the flock committed to his trust, may re- 
ceive the end of their faith, even the salvation of 
their souls. The prayers at his domestic altar 
will also be appropriated to the commencement 
of a day, in which so much may be learned 
and done by those connected with or dependent 
on him in the great work of advancing their 
eternal welfare; and he takes care that the 
necessary routine of family business shall be so 
arranged that his servants may not have to plead 
the discharge of the duties of their earthly mas- 
ter's service, as an excuse for the neglect of 
those of their heavenly one. 

Thus strengthened and animated by the exer- 
cise of prayer, seeking the glory of that Lord 
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whose commission he bears, and solely intent on 
approving himself in his sight as a minister 
rightly dividing the word of truth, he goes 
forth to execute the work whereunto he is 
appointed. This work ordinarily divides itself 
into two parts ; that of the School, and of the 
House of God: his personal attention to the 
former being necessarily dependent on, and in 
large parishes frequently impeded by, the call 
of the latter. But in general, the Parish 
Priest will go from his own dwelling to the Sun- 
day School: and in it, whether engaged in 
moving from class to class, and superintending 
the whole, or attaching himself to a select number 
more competently versed in the rudiments of 
religion; he will be animated and cheered in 
the necessary exercise of patience and perse- 
verance by Bishop Hall's reflection on his past 
ministry. " For my part, I have spent the 
greater half of my life in this station of our 
holy service : I thank God, not unpainfully, 
nor unprofitably. — But there is no one thing 
whereof I repent so much, as not to have be- 
stowed more * hours' in this public exercise of 
Catechism, in regard whereof I would quarrel 
with my very sermons, and wish that a great 
part of them had been exchanged for this 
preaching conference." — His own personal ex- 
ertions must be spent where they will be most 
g-enerally useful ; and this must depend on the 
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size of the school, and the number ami effi- 
ciency of the teachers. Where the classes are 
numerous, anil likewise adequately provided with 
instructors, he will perhaps see lit not to call 
any one class more than another his own, but 
will visit and examine all in turn, observe the 
teachers as well as the taught, and while for the 
benefit of the latter, lie upholds the authority of 
the former, he will at the same time note down 
any error in the kind or manner of their ques- 
tions, and reserve his remarks for the private ear 
of the Catechist. In his selection of teachers, 
or in accepting the offers of voluntary assist- 
ance from religiously disposed young persons 
in his parish, he cannot under the present cir- 
cumstances of the Established Church, be too 
cautious or circumspect : for although as pro- 
fessing members of that Church, they dare 
not refuse to make her Catechism arid Prayer- 
book (based as they are on the word of God) 
the ground-work of their instructions, yet it is 
unhappily but too true, thatwith thatbookin their 
hand, which leads them to pray against all false 
doctrine, many have been found to teach that which 
is not written therein, nor can be proved there- 
by : and thus the children of the Church School 
may be reared up to become as adults regular 
attendants at tin* conventicle. The religious opi- 
nions therefore of volunteer teachers must, by some 
judicious means, be ascertained, before the l'arish 
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Priest will commission them as his assistants in 
bringing little children to Christ; but the honest 
zeal of competent persons will meet with every 
encouragement from him, and he will anxiously 
labour that it may be a zeal according to know- 
ledge 1 . In a large school, therefore, he will ordi- 
narily act rather as the superintendent of the 
whole, and see that the several parts are steadily 
and efficiently conducted, than be himself the 
teacher of a class ; deviating, however, from this 
rule as occasions may require, and mindful, at 
stated periods, to examine himself each class, and 
reward or punish according to the desert of each. 
When the school is so small as to be divisible into 
four or five moderately sized classes, he will take 
the senior class himself, and unite with it once in 



1 In a large country town in Cornwall, where the minister of 
an Episcopal Chapel has drawn together a very numerous Sun- 
day School, the labour of which, occupying nearly all the leisure 
time of the Sabbath, is divided between himself and a few young 
people belonging to his flock ; it is his practice to assemble these 
his assistants at his own house one evening in every week, when 
by catechizing them, either vivd voce, or on paper, in the Holy 
Scriptures, he at once renders them more and more qualified for 
an efficient discharge of their office ; at the same time that he 
excites in them a more lively interest in its successful issue. 
The advantages of so teaching the teachers are too obvious to 
require being pointed out ; but the minister is happy indeed in 
having at this day, and in the rank of life in which some of his 
are, Sunday School teachers so docile and humble, so sincere 
and single-minded in their intention of being religiously useful. 
O si sic omnes I 
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every Sunday each of the other classes in rotation. 
His questions will vary according to the acquire- 
ments of the pupils, who may thus reasonably be 
expected to benefit, — the younger ones by gather- 
ing somewhat of information from the answers 
of their elders, and these last by having their 
remembrance of earlier lessons refreshed, both 
classes will receive a stimulus to increased atten- 
tion ; and if so, it may be on good grounds hoped, 
that somewhat at least of the instruction received 
will be retained. The Catechism, the Collects, 
and the Gospels for the day, then the Epistles, will 
furnish abundant matter for his teaching even the 
same individuals for a long continuance of time ; 
and his object will be ', first, to explain clearly 
to them, line upon line, the chief truths of Chris- 
tianity, and then to leave them impressed on 
their memories, condensed into the smallest 
form possible. Being himself thoroughly pene- 
trated with a sense of the inefEcacy of his own 
labours, without that blessing from above pro- 
mised only to fervent prayer, he will strive to 
imbue the minds of his pupils with the same feel- 
ing of dependence on the help of God's Spirit, 

' Ths several ports in the third answer in the Catechism 
should be minutely explained, their eorinerlion with eiwh other 
pointed out, and ihe inefficocy of either by itself again and 
again pressed on the attention of the children ; then they should 
be told that in the three terms, Repentance, Faith, and Obeui- 

of their lalntion. 
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as the only means which can enable them to ad- 
vance in that true knowledge and steady practice 
of godliness to which it should be their endea- 
vour to attain. By a judicious union of kindness 
with gravity in his manner of teaching, by re- 
warding those whom by following them into 
their families during the week, he finds to have 
shown the benefit of their attendance at school 
by their good behaviour out of it, he will best 
succeed not only in making his school an instru- 
ment of good, and, therefore, deservedly popular 
in the parish ; but in inducing the young people 
still to frequent it, after they have left their pa- 
rents' roof, and are distributed about as servants, 
or otherwise, a period of their life when most 
especially they require lessons of holiness to be 
instilled into them ; and when, if they can be led 
to consider their Minister as their friend, he 
may, indeed, be a Minister for good to them 
throughout their lives \ 

But the hour of public prayer is come ; and 
clad in the appointed habiliments of his holy 
office, the man of God addresses himself to the 

1 If the Parish Priest, after some little experience in the du- 
ties of his office, can succeed in assembling, at stated times, a 
class of young people who have passed the age for attending 
the school ; and in persuading them to read with him a portion of 
the Scriptures, and to listen with seriousness to his plain and 
familiar exposition of the same ; he may confidently rely on 
having set a wheel in movement, which, under the divine bless- 
ing, cannot fail of producing very great and beneficial effects. 
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blessed employment of leading the congregation 
to the footstool of God's gracious throne, and 
there uniting with them in confession, prayer, 
and thanksgiving, in the solemn words of our 
Liturgy. The seriousness of his manner, the 
genuine uimffectedness of his delivery, the very 
expression of his countenance, mark at once his 
reverence for the awful Being whom he is ad- 
dressing, and his anxiety not to attract, by any 
singularity, any excessive out ward fervour, atten- 
tion to himself rather than to the holy exercise 
in which he and his people are engaged. His 
warmth of feeling, whether of shame and sorrow, 
in the recollect ion of his failures and sins, of earn- 
est and intense desire and supplication for par- 
don and grace, or of joyful gratitude for the 
daily, hourly mercies he receives, he confidently 
leaves to the knowledge of Him who seeth not 
as man seeth ; assuredly gathering from the 
apostolical maxim of doing all things in the ser- 
vice of God decently and in order, that although 
public no less than private prayer requires the 
service of the heart ; yet, that the outward sign 
of such service should, and may profitably be, 
somewhat different in each : in the latter he prays 
as the Christian man, in the former he prays, more- 
over, and more especially its the man of God, minlfr- 
ter'mg far others m holy tilings. His manner, how- 
ever, throughout the service, though always cha- 
racterized by sobriety, is varied according to the 
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occasions ; if he prays in the prayers, he reads in 
the appointed portions of Scripture ; he reads, 
however, for the benefit of others, as well 
as of himself; and, therefore, more point, more 
animation, appear in his delivery; he tries 
to read so that his audience may hear with un- 
derstanding, and having first learned to compre- 
hend the Scriptures himself, he is better enabled, 
by correct emphasis and punctuation, to convey 
a competent knowledge thereof to others. 

In the delivery of his sermons, while he strives 
to read with a natural and distinct enunciation, 
he will yet, by his fluency, by his very looks, 
throw so much life and animation into his man- 
ner, as to secure attention to the truths he utters ; 
which, important as they are, and really anxious 
as he may be to impress them on his hearers, 
will lose much of their desired effect, by his being 
seen to be perpetually referring to his paper, by a 
tame spiritless mode of reading, or even by an 
elocution slower than is necessary for the pur- 
pose of distinctness and intelligibility 1 . No 
flippancy of expression or manner, no violence 
of gesture, no unseemly attempts to attract 

1 As a general rule, perhaps, it may be suggested, that the 
doctrinal or explanatory part of the sermon should be delivered 
somewhat slower, and with less variety of tone or manner, than 
the practical or hortatory part ; the object of the former being 
to instruct and enlighten, that of the latter to move, warm, and 
Maimate. 
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attention by a theatrical tone, emphasis, or pause, 
will be allowed to detract from the solemnity of 
that communication, which, as a messenger of 
Christ, he is commissioned to make ; yet grave, 
and serious, and unaffected as his whole demean- 
our is, it will by its warmth and energy declare, 
not only how entirely he enters into and feels 
his subject, but how well he knows the weakness 
of human nature, which, without such earnest- 
ness on the preacher's part, will too frequently 
cause the sacred truths he utters to fall profitless 
on the ears of his hearers 1 . This latter consi- 
deration, moreover, will regulate the length of 
his addresses, which, on ordinary occasions, should 
not much exceed thirty minutes; for the gene- 
rality of congregations, his subject will be more 
profitably handled in that space of time than in 
a longer ; and this especially if, at the conclu- 
sion, two or three comprehensive inferences from 
the whole, backed by apposite passages of Scrip- 
ture, be affectionately urged for their future re- 
collection and consideration. 

The public offices of the day being finished, 
the Parish Priest retires into the bosom of 



1 For some very valuable practical advice on the delivery of 
sermuna, the young clergyman is referred to the Instructions of 
Archbishop Hort, which are among the tracts in the Clergy- 
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his family, and there closes the Sabbath, with 
assembling around the domestic altar, those in 
whose welfare, by the ties of religion no less 
than those of nature, he is most interested, and 
for whose well government he is specially an- 
swerable. On them he presses the obligation 
of a grateful return for the blessings of the day, 
by the exhibition of a more consistently religious 
conduct throughout the succeeding week. With 
this view he will explain a portion of Scripture, 
or read from some religious book : and, above all, 
with them he will unite in prayer, that their 
Sabbaths on earth may be so spent, and be so 
contributive to the graces of a Christian life, as to 
be an earnest of an eternal Sabbath in heaven, 
and that they who have met together to worship 
God in an earthly abode, may, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, meet at length to praise 
and bless Him in his kingdom above. 

Throughout the day his endeavour has been, 
amongst the members of his family circle, whether 
in regulating their conversation, their employ- 
ments, or their necessary recreations, to steer 
clear of puritanical strictness on the one hand, 
and of a careless profane secularity on the other, 
so that neither by indulgence or unbecoming 
levities, they or others may be emboldened to do 
that which is evil, nor by moroseness or severity 
be discouraged from their duty. In his whole 
beiaviour, and in the performance of every part 
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of his duty on this day, he strives to show that 
habitual cheerfulness which can arise only from 
the knowledge and the practice of Christ's true 
religion. Then, at the , hour of rest, as he 
opened the day with special and appropriate 
prayer, so he closes it, pouring forth his whole 
heart to his Heavenly Father, in humble confes- 
sion of the imperfection of all his services during 
the past day, in hearty prayer for his merciful par- 
don and acceptance of the same, and for a more 
abundant supply of grace and strength from 
above, that he may " be able to improve them, 
that he may grow therein, and that his feet may 
be like hind's feet — ever climbing up higher and 
higher unto him." 
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This is by no means an unimportant part of the 
pastoral duty; on the contrary, the circuit of a 
Parish Priest may be made available to the best 
purposes of his ministry, so long as those purposes 
are kept steadily in his view : and thus, while by 
regular exercise he is promoting his own bodily 
health, he will find himself at the same time essen- 
tially furthering the great work which he is sent 
into the parish to execute. But in order to this, 
his must not be the mere ramble of an idle 
man, with no definite object but that of filling 
up the day as best he can. His heart and his 
understanding must both be called into exercise. 
He must make himself, and keep himself alive 
to the spiritual or bodily wants of his people, 
and then by his general knowledge of the 
human heart applied to them individually, strive 
skilfully and profitably to supply them. 
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With the view of usefully employing the time 
so spent, he will find it convenient to divide his 
parish into districts, and unless there are any 
special circumstances attending some, and not 
others, he will so vary his visits, as that no charge 
of partiality or favouritism may be brought 
against him. Bad feelings of this kind are but too 
easily excited ; and the Parish Priest may unin- 
tentionally be instrumental to this, by an appear- 
ance of greater regard for some of his parishion- 
ers than for others. Against this he will anxi- 
ously guard; because such a feeling among 
the members of his flock will tend to lessen his 
general influence over them all. Circumstances 
will, perhaps, arise, under which his advice or his 
censure will he thought to proceed from another 
motive than a sense of duty, or of regard for the 
real welfare of the party concerned, and thus 
will lose their effect. Duly impressed, how- 
ever, as he may be with the necessity of this 
caution, he will still be seen, perhaps, more fre- 
quently in one division of his parish than an- 
other, and this on very justifiable grounds. 
Hamlets situated at extreme points from the 
Church, in which the inhabitants are, on that 
account alone, less able to attend her Services, 
and profit by their Minister's public instructions, 
should be visited oftcner than others free from this 
disadvantage ; the population of a hamlet larger 
or smaller as it may be, must determine his more 
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or less frequent inspection thereof; the pre- 
vailing habits of life in each, whether arising 
from local or accidental causes, such as from 
greater facilities being afforded to the commis- 
sion of the sin of intoxication, or of any other 
vice, or from the evil example of some one in- 
fluential person residing in it, — these will not be 
forgotten by the Parish Priest in his parochial 
circuit; nor will he scruple to direct his more 
frequent attention to any part of his parish, in 
which by the zealous endeavour of a dissenting 
minister provided with a meeting-house, his 
people may be tempted to forsake the old paths, 
in which their forefathers walked, and found 
rest for their souls. These and it may be others, 
(in addition to the positive and urgent calls for 
his attendance on account of sickness or particu- 
lar distress) will be considered valid reasons by 
the Parish Priest for an apparent partiality in 
his domestic visitation round the several ham- 
lets ; and from the even tenor of his course in 
this respect he will not be swayed by any insi- 
nuations thrown out of his neglect of some, 
and his partiality for others of his flock. This 
however, he will bear in mind, and if he be a 
vigilant shepherd, he will feel and prove to be 
the case, that real neglect of any one part of 
his spiritual fold need not be the consequence 
of a peculiar attention to the greater necessities 
of another ; for every part he will be equally 
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concerned, because for every part he will Lave 
to give an account: but that be may he enabled 
to give up this account with joy and not with 
grief, he is bound to give his attendance and 
labours most to that part, where most they are 
required. 

To conciliate the affections of his parishioners, 
and so to gain an influence over them for their 
benefit in matters of religious importance, will 
be one principal aim of the Parish Priest in his 
occasional calls amongst them. He will interest 
himself in their concerns, listen to their tale of 
disappointment or distress, participate in their 
happiness at any good fortune that has befallen 
them or their families; and by a cheerful and 
easy manner amongst them, at once encourage 
their confidence and conciliate their good-will. 
He will endeavour to make religion appear 
amiable in their eyes, when they see the man 
of God who on the Lord's day unflinchingly and 
plainly declares his Master's message, whether 
of terror to the wicked, or of comfort to 
the truly contrite ; yet on other days going in 
and out amongst them, conversing familiarly 
with them on subjects of temporal as well as of 
religious interest, rejoicing with them that re- 
joice, and kindly sympathizing if not weeping, 
with them that weep. And even while he is 
thus drawing them towards him by the cords of 
love, many a wholesome admonition will he find 
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himself able, in an acceptable manner, to convey, 
which in a less familiar interview would be re- 
ceived unprofitably, or perhaps with offence. 
Nay, he may recall to their recollection some of 
the practical parts of his sermon on the pre- 
ceding" Sunday, and urge on them the neces- 
sity of exhibiting the benefit of their attend- 
ance at Church, by their daily attention to 
the lessons they there have heard. Let him 
take St. Paul's example, " Ye know," says he 
to the Ephesian elders, " from the first day that 
I came into Asia, after what manner I have 
been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind and with many tears ; 
how I have kept back nothing that was pro- 
fitable unto you, but have showed you, and have 
taught you publicly and from house to house ; 
therefore watch and remember that by the space 
of three years, I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears." Humble indeed will 
be the imitation of the most zealous labourer in 
the vineyard of God, who endeavours to con- 
form himself to the example of this devoted 
Apostle. Yet such was his course of conduct 
He no doubt had discovered by experience that 
great and excellent as were the effects which 
flowed from the public labours of his ministry, 
yet that much was also to be done by private 
admonition, and by kind and friendly remon- 
strance. 
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To gain some acquaintance with the manners 
and habits of life of his parishioners, — to discover 
whether these are such as evince that religion holds 
the first, or even the second scat in their hearts, or 
thatGod is not in their thoughts at all, — to ascer- 
tain whether the outside garb of holiness on the 
Lord's day is the only mark they can show 
of not being at least practical infidels ; — these 
are all points necessary to a minister in order 
to make his public addresses edifying; but 
these be can never master, unless he, in some 
degree, at least, imitating the great Apostle, 
is with his people at all seasons, and teaches 
them not only publicly, but from house to house. 
The skilful physician of souls will not make 
many visits to a cottage without detecting 
symptoms in the moral constitution of its inhabit- 
ants, very necessary to be known before he can 
successfully prescribe their remedy. In a simple 
narrative of any family occurrence, or a detail of 
personal conduct under circumstances interesting 
to the relator, he will in the first case discover 
whether the event, prosperous or otherwise in a 
worldly sense, was received with a religious 
spirit, in a thankful dependence on and resigna- 
tion to God ; arid In the second, whether the 
motives of his behaviour were altogether selfish 
and worldly, or so imbued with true religion as 
fairly deserving to be stamped with the super- 
scription of Christianity. 
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Their treatment of their children by his poor 
parishioners is another point which will incident- 
ally come under the minister's observation in his 
cottage visits; and as he will too frequently have 
to witness chastisement for misconduct proceeding 
apparently from the violent temper of the parent, 
rather than from the hope of reforming the child, 
and certainly without the slightest probability 
of attaining that end ; so will the unrestrained 
indulgence of evil habits, and the lawless dis- 
obedience and disregard of their parents' com- 
mands in the children, call for his judicious inter- 
ference, either by seasonable advice or reproof. 
If to a careful education of the rising, generation, 
he can alone, under the divine blessing, look for 
the growth of a purer tone of moral and religious 
feeling in his parish, it must be his anxious 
desire and endeavour to take every opportunity 
of instructing both parents and children in their 
relative duties to each other, and this perhaps 
can no where be so profitably attempted as in 
the privacy of their own dwelling, where the 
latter, free from the restraint of the school-room, 
will more readily show their natural dispositions ; 
and the former be inclined to cover their habitual 
indulgence of their children's evil humours, by 
a passionate exercise of severity for any wrong 
word or action in the presence of the Parish 
Priest- Great discretion and judgment must be 
exercised to interfere and advise with success ; 
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hut the attempt should be made, and if made 
with kindness of manner, will at least not give 
offence, and must eventually have the good 
effect of strengthening the authority of well-dis- 
posed parents in the management of their 
children. 

To ascertain the claim which his poorer neigh- 
bours may have, either on private benevolence, 
or, it may be, on the parish treasury, and thereby 
to prevent imposition on the one band, and en- 
courage, by timely assistance, the really dis- 
tressed on the other, should be another object of 
the Pastor in his domestic visits; and the 
being known to be at once active and judicious 
in this inquiry, will give his opinion great 
weight with the members of the parish council, 
whose judgment on the case of an individual 
calling for pecuniary help, he will frequently be 
able to direct aright ; for, as they will be assured 
that the case, which they know not, he has dili- 
gently searched out, and as the supplicant will 
be no less sure that, as far as be can, the minis- 
ter will see that such as are in need and necessity 
have right; with both parties will he obtain a 
beneficial influence in matters very conducive 
to the peace and well-being of his parish, and 
therein to the good success of his ministry, 

Neither will his cottage-visits allow him to be 
long ignorant of the contents of the few books 
or tracts he may see lying together on the win- 
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dow-seat, or in the shelf-corner; for, well he 
knows that, although poison given in the lump 
may disgust, and be rejected, yet if diffused and 
disguised, it will be greedily swallowed, and be 
more effectively mischievous. Should he find gross 
error, in any shape, whether Socinian or Antino- 
mian, to be the unmixed or prevailing tendency of 
any publication, he will at once expose it, and call 
on the owner to give it up for destruction ; but 
if, in the midst of much that is good and whole- 
some, he should detect only unguarded expres- 
sions, or so warm a colouring thrown over ac- 
knowledged and necessary truths, as to invest 
them with a character not their own, and so by 
unduly and exclusively magnifying, in effect to 
distort and pervert them, he will perhaps exer- 
cise a sound discretion by readily commending 
what is good, and by pointing out, and with a 
kind earnestness of manner cautioning the reader 
against, what is erroneous. Harm most assuredly 
will be done to the cause of that truth of which 
he is the minister, by a sweeping condemnation 
of the whole on account of a part, and that, it 
may be, a small one. The simple but serious 
inquirer will be startled when he hears a sermon, 
perhaps, or a treatise, in which the cardinal 
doctrines of the Gospel are distinctly visible, 
treated with an unqualified censure ; and he will 
be led to suspect that zeal to be not according to 
knowledge, which does not rather take pains to 
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separate the chaff from the pure grain, and to 
explain where the hidden mischief lies, amidst 
so much that is confessedly excellent. From 
doubting the soundness of his minister's judg- 
ment, he will easily proceed to distrust the 
motive ; a dissenting teacher is at hand, and 
ready to advise :—ke will, perhaps, be consulted 
in this dilemma, and the consequence is but too 
obvious — the Parish Priest loses a member of 
his flock, and has to thank himself in the first 
instance for this, which, if he had been tempe- 
rate, dispassionate, and, it may be added, jtist, 
might have been avoided. In an' inqniring and 
proselyting age like the present, this is no im- 
probable result of a hasty and harsh condemnation 
of some of the tracts so industriously circulated 
among the cottages of the poor, many of which 
are more faulty on account of what they omit, 
than for what they say; while in others, the 
tinge of error is almost neutralized by the admis- 
sion of countervailing truths. Let the Parish 
Priest, then, while he refuses the evil and chooses 
the good for his people, be vigilant in furnishing 
them at the same time with antidotes to tiie for- 
mer, and sound evangelical tracts in furtherance 
of the latter. Let him, if Ms circumstances per- 
mit, himself prepare and circulate these, for they 
will thus be doubly attractive to those whose 
benefit is intended; or, if this may not be, let 
him judiciously select from the Catalogue of the 
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Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge 
what will be seasonable and useful : these, under 
the divine blessing, will, it may be hoped, at 
once counteract what is erroneous, and give a 
double power and influence to those truths which, 
whether promulgated by a Paul, an Apollos, or 
a Cephas; whether circulated in his parish by 
the authorized minister himself, or by a disciple 
of John Wesley, or of Whitfield, cannot be too 
strongly or repeatedly enforced. 

There are, doubtless, many other beneficial 
results, besides those that have been mentioned, 
likely to follow, as the Parish Priest will discover, 
from a steadily pursued system of visiting his 
parishioners in their own dwellings; and it is 
not too much to say, that his public ministra- 
tions will fail of much of their desired effect, if 
he is but rarely seen by his people, except on 
the Sunday ; if he is only known, but not seen 
and felt as it were to be resident among them; 
if, in short, his voice be not hailed as the voice 
of an assured friend, and his presence welcomed 
by all except the forgetters of their God, and 
the despisers of his ordinances. The end of all 
is, to obtain an influence over them in order to 
their everlasting good. A plain road to this, 
under the Divine blessing, is through their 
affections, which can only be conciliated by exhi- 
biting a warm interest in their present welfare. 
If the Priest's lips should at all times keep 
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knowledge, the people should be encouraged 
at all times, and not only in sickness and 
affliction, to seek the law at his mouth ; but this 
they will not do if they are chilled by a cold for- 
bidding manner, or if they are not so accus- 
tomed to his presence among them, as to have 
lost that restraint and fear which, in a rural popu- 
lation at least, is, unless thus counteracted, com- 
monly felt by the poor towards their pastor. Let 
him, then, persevere in going his parochial cir- 
cuit, as long as God sees fit to give him strength 
to do so; and in his laudable anxiety to dis- 
charge all the duties of a Parish Priest faithfully 
and successfully, let him bear in mind, that not 
the least effectual mean is to be an assiduous 
Cottage Visitor. 

I venture to add a few more of Chaucer's 
lines on the Country Parson : — 

Wide was his parish, and houses fer asonder, 
But he ne left nought for no rain ne thonder, 
In sikeness and in mischief to visite 
The ferrest in his parish moche and lite, 
Upon his fete, and in his hand a staf, 
This noble ensample to his shepe he yaf, 
That first he wrought, and afterward he taught ; 
Out of the Gospel he the wordes caught, 
And this figure he added yet thereto, 
That if gold ruste, what shuld iren do, 
For if a preest be foule on whom we trust, 
No wonder is a lewed man to rust 

Prologue. 

f2 
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VESTRY. 



It may not immediately occur to the young Pa- 
rish Priest, that to attend the meetings of his 
parishioners in Vestry is an important part of 
his pastoral duty ; and when he considers the 
condition of life, and very frequently the 
private characters of those of whom such meet- 
ing are for the most part formed, together with 
the angry feelings often there excited by the 
conflict of personal interests, he will be in- 
clined to think himself justified in shrinking 
from the unpleasant collision. And no doubt 
there may be circumstances which will bear 
him out in this opinion; there are subjects 
for the discussion of which vestry meetings may 
assemble, which do not call for the expression 
of his sentiments on them : but whenever, mea- 
sures are about to be proposed which will involve 
the interests of that church of which he is a 
guardian, or the interests of his poorer brethren, 
of whom he is the shepherd, the clergyman of 
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the parish will be guilty of a neglect of liis duty 
if he does not make it his rule to be present- 
On points connected with the church in any way, 
whether he be the incumbent, or the stipendiary 
curate of the parish, he will speak moderately 
but firmly : never compromising any principle, 
yet yielding wherever he can, and manifesting by 
his manner as well as by his words, that in oppo- 
sing any unreasonable or illegal proposition, he 
acts only from a sense of duty, and, therefore, is 
not to be gained over. In all matters connected 
with the sacred edifice itself, the parish church, 
he will assist, by his counsel and influence, the 
churchwardens in the discharge of their duty, 
and if he finds them negligent, will excite them 
to it. Nor will he fail to attend every parochial 
meeting, at which it is intended to propose any 
alteration in the interior of the fabric, whereby 
the congregation may be more conveniently ac- 
commodated, more free sittings obtained, or its 
general appearance improved. And at the annual 
vestry for auditing the churchwardens' ac- 
counts, he will be present to justify such their 
expenditure, and take a fair share of the respon- 
sibility so incurred against tin* fastidious scrutiny 
of dissenters, or the heartless attacks of avaricious, 
careless, or ungodly men. Nor less will it be 
his duty to interest himself in the distribution of 
the funds allotted for the support, or the assist- 
ance, of the poor ; in which, by bis knowledge of 
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the character, as well as the necessities of ap- 
plicants for relief, he may materially aid in the 
decision of the vestry as to making any pecuni- 
ary grant, or in regulating its amount ; so that 
while want is relieved, it may be so done, as at 
the same time to record the sense entertained by 
the appointed guardians of the poor, of the good 
or bad character of the petitioner. He will find 
the poor in his parish much disposed to flatter 
him, by the assurance of his great influence in 
the vestry, and of the certainty of their claims 
for help being granted, if he is present to sup- 
port them. To this he will uniformly reply, 
that, even if such were the case, they may 
rest assured, that no claim will receive his 
support which is not backed by its own reason- 
ableness; and that his readiness to be an advo- 
cate will be determined very much by his obser- 
vation of the religious or irreligious habits of the 
individual. And as to their declaration about 
his influence with the parish authorities, he must 
labour to check the circulation of such a notipn, 
and this most especially for their sakes who enter- 
tain it ; since nothing would more effectually im- 
pair whatever influence he may and ought to have, 
than an opinion prevailing among the members 
of the vestry that he was inclined to be a profuse, 
or indiscriminate dispenser of the parish money. 
Whatever proposals emanated from him would 
be viewed with suspicion, as coming from one 
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who would appear to them as inclined to court 
individual popularity at the expense of public 
economy. At the same time, however, that lie 
will anxiously avoid incurring this or any other 
imputation tltat may weaken his power of being 
useful, no considerations of this nature will 
prevent him from proving himself the faithful 
friend of his poor neighbours, whom real distress 
may compel to apply for relief. If their good- 
will is not to be conciliated by an over-liberal 
expenditure, still less is that of the vestry to be 
courted by a hard-hearted thrift iness in the dis- 
tribution of the parish funds. 

In the consideration of any case, the Parish 
Priest will do well not too hastily to give his 
opinion, even though the merits of the case may 
be well known to him : let him rather observe 
how it is likely to be treated, and unless any 
harsh or unjust measure is about to be adopted, 
let him wait until an appeal is made to him for 
information ; in giving which he will, at tlie 
same time, indicate the kind and amount of re- 
lief which, on an impartial estimate of his wants 
and his character, the petitioner ought to receive. 
He will gladly abstain from speaking on the case 
at all, if he perceives a disposition in the mem- 
bers of the vestry to deal with it fairly and kindly; 
well aware, that the less frequently Ins opinion 
is given, especially in matters of finance, 
the greater weight will accompany it when 
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given. To constitute an able president of a 
parochial vestry, discretion, good temper, and 
firmness, are requisite ; together with some prac- 
tical knowledge of the laws touching the settle- 
ment and relief of thepoor: with these, experience 
alone will be wanting to enable him to discharge 
the office with ease to himself and benefit to the 
parish. 

Nor will he find the influence which he will 
thus acquire, and will assiduously use for the 
promotion of the ends of his ministry, the only 
good result of his attendance at parochial meet- 
ings : in these it is, that he will best find occa- 
sion to become acquainted with the dispositions 
and motives of that class of his parishioners, 
consisting of farmers or tradesmen, with whom 
he can have less daily intercourse than with the 
peasantry, or the very poor of his flock. He 
cannot so frequently enter into the dwellings 
of the former, as. into those of the latter ; nor 
if this were feasible, could he so readily gain 
the attention of the comparatively wealthy to 
subjects not merely of a temporal interest 
He cannot know them so well, and he is, there- 
fore, less likely to speak, as a preacher, a word 
in season to them, than to others with whom he 
can more freely communicate. Let him, there- 
fore, not lose the opportunity which a vestry 
meeting, once a month or a fortnight (as 
it be either general or select) affords him of 
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learning somewhat of their tempers and their 
principles of conduct : let him observe well their 
manner towards each other and towards the poor, 
and let him mark how in the progress of a dis- 
cussion, the ruling motives of each individual 
will discover themselves, and the good or bad 
qualities of his heart be detected when his per- 
sonal feelings, or interests, are concerned. If 
the Parish Priest makes this one of his objects 
in attending the meetings of his parishioners, 
he will, in no long time, acquire an insight 
into the real characters of those with whom he 
thus associates, and a knowledge of the rea- 
sons by which they justify to themselves their 
conduct, either to their equals or inferiors, in 
circumstances calculated to try what manner of 
persons they are ; to learn which is very import- 
ant to him in his ministerial capacity, and of 
which information he may, without giving per- 
sonal offence, make excellent use on the Sab- 
bath-day. In order, therefore, fully to avail 
himself thereof, he will note down on his return 
from the meeting, the result of his observations, 
so far as they affect the moral and religious cha- 
racters of those from whom he has just parted: 
this may be done very shortly, and their justness, 
or otherwise, he will not fail to test by his subse- 
quent experience. To his opinions, thus re- 
corded, no other person will be privy; he will 
be guilty of no breach of charity : of tlie purity 
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of his intention in so doing he will give the most 
satisfactory proof to his own conscience, by the 
Christian use he will make of these his memo- 
randa ; for a reference to them will frequently 
enable him to give in his sermons a point to his 
interrogatories, and a force to his exhortations, 
which will rarely come from the preacher who 
sees his people only, but does not know them. 

Let not the Parish Priest then too hastily de- 
cide that his time will be unprofitably spent in 
mixing with his farmers or tradesmen in vestry : 
if they mean to act honestly, discreetly, and hu- 
manely, in the financial arrangements of the 
parish, they will be grateful to him for adding to 
his other pastoral duties, this of giving" his per- 
sonal testimony to the singleness of their views, 
and to their uprightness in effecting them, and 
they will gladly avail themselves of any assist- 
ance in the same which it may be in his power 
to afford them : but if an evil spirit is likely to 
actuate their counsels, and the well-being of 
the church, or of the poor members of his 
flock is in danger of being sacrificed to it, for 
different and even more weighty reasons will his 
presence then be required. The law of the 
land is framed on the supposition that he will 
think it his duty to attend, and in the case of a 
general vestry, has provided for him that seat of 
distinction which, in a select vestry, will gene- 
rally be awarded to him by courtesy ; and per- 
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haps it is not irrelevant to observe, that the im- 
munity he enjoys under the law, from the dis- 
charge of some civil duties to which others of 
his fellow subjects are liable, would seem to 
strengthen the claim on him for the regular per- 
formance of those to which he is called. Let 
him then contend against his personal disincli- 
nation, if to comply with this claim be painful 
to him : and he may rest assured, that he will 
not be without a reward, in the way most satis- 
factory to himself, that of increasing his power 
to do good amongst the people of all ranks and 
conditions committed to his care. 



THE PARISH PRIEST 



VISITING THE SICK OR INFIRM. 



" Preach the word," says Paul to Timothy; 
but he also adds, " be instant in season and 
out of season : reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
long-suffering and doctrine." If the first part 
of this admonition formed the sum and substance 
of his pastoral duties, the Parish Priest might 
speedily lull his conscience asleep, and thank 
God that, whilst the rest of his creation is 
doomed to toil and labour each day until the 
seventh, he, his peculiar favourite, having 
yielded one day to his service, might devote the 
other six to his own enjoyment. God forbid 
that he should in this way mete out with scanty 
measure the exertions demanded of him in his 
spiritual calling. If he is " instant in season," 
or, in other words, punctually and rigidly dis- 
charges the appointed duties of his office, let him 
be instant out of season also, and spare no pains 
or trouble by which he may become the humble 
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instrument of " raising a soul from death unto 
life," and turning it from the power of Satan 
unto God. 

And when is the opportunity for this work 
so obvious as in the time of severe sickness, or 
long-continued infirmity, when a man is con- 
strained to be busy and finds enough to do, not 
in the world at large, but in the inward world ot 
his own thoughts and recollections ? It cannot 
be denied, that men in general look upon them- 
selves with so much favour and indulgence, that, 
in every congregation will be found those, who, 
although they stiind most in need of hearing that 
which is " profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, or for instruction in righteousness,'' 
are still unwilling to believe, that in their own 
particular case, any improvement or change are 
necessary, but that the duties recommended, 
and the vices condemned might, with greater 
reason, awaken the interest of their neighbours. 
But if, in the moment of private expostulation, 
or under the pressure of sickness or affliction, 
the Parish Priest can touch the sinner's con- 
science, and bring him to confess the justice of 
the reproof, " thou art the man ;" may it not be 
hoped that the same conviction which flashed 
upon the offending Psalmist's heart, may, 
through God's grace, be again productive of an 
equally sincere repentance ? 

But what minister in the' conviction, in the 
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experience of the difficulty of this duty, the Visi- 
tation of the Sick, is not disposed to say, " Who 
is sufficient for these things ?" To turn the eye 
of a mere sensual person inward on himself, and 
on the real motives of his actions, to repress the 
presumption of the hardened sinner, to inspire 
faith and hope into the breast of the timid peni- 
tent, to lead him to the foot of the cross, and 
through the gloom to direct his almost closing 
eyes to that bright and morning star which can 
pour light and life and comfort even around the 
bed of death, are tasks so anxious, and yet so 
requisite, that he whose heart is most in his duty, 
will most readily feel and exclaim, " Who is 
sufficient for these things ?" 

Were he to rely on his own natural powers alone 
the clergyman must fail; but he receives strength 
in the assurance, thtft He who first selected, and, 
in a visible manner, commissioned his Apostles to 
make known the glad tidings of the Gospel, will 
make good his promise to those who, in the way 
of his own appointment, should, in after ages, 
be his delegates ; and that He " will be with 
them always, even unto the end of the world?' 
That praying spirit which it has always been the 
Parish Priest's endeavour to form and cherish 
within himself, he will feel constrained, as it 
were, to call into exercise, most especially when 
on his way to the chamber of sickness ; it may 
be the last sickness of one of those committed to 
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liis care, and for whom lie must render an ac- 
count. He must be fully alive to liis responsi- 
bility in this awful crisis, he must be fearful 
lest he should betray the cause entrusted to 
him, either by speaking peace when there is 
no ground for peace, and so not only engender- 
ing hope, perhaps, to the eternal injury of the 
sick person's soul, but hardening and confirming 
in a thoughtless or irreligious course of life his 
attendants, who will receive a fatal encourage- 
ment from seeing the spiritual hurt of a long 
career of levity or vice thus quickly healed ; or, 
by sealing up the sinner's soul in a black de- 
spair, by sternly setting bounds to the Divine 
Mercy. What he says, lie must be prepared to 
know, will be remembered by all present; what 
privately passes between him and the sick per- 
son will be inferred by his friends from his tran- 
quil or disturbed manner afterwards. And the 
Parish Priest must therefore have deeply im- 
pressed on bis mind the necessity of being very 
cautious in his expressions, either when speaking 
to the sick person himself, or of him to others, 
respecting his spiritual condition or prospects. 

He will, of course, determine the kind and 
length of his ministrations, according to the state 
of the patient. If he is suffering under paroxysms 
of pain, such as to prevent conversation, or at 
least any expression on his part of his inward 
feelings on religious subjects, the minister will 
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at once call the family into the room, that they 
may unite with him in prayer to the Fountain of 
all mercy; and he will not leave the house 
without urging them to send for him during any 
interval of ease, in which a more regular and 
varied ministration may take place between the 
sick person and himself. 

If, as is too frequently the case, he be not sent 
for (or made acquainted with the illness so as to 
offer himself) until all hope of recovery is gone, 
and even death itself is drawing nigh, and yet the 
patient is in possession of his intellect, and is 
desirous of receiving the Lord's Supper, his 
exhortation must be short and emphatic, and he 
will not delay the exercise of his ministry. Still 
if the performance of this duty has been 
neglected even up to this last minute of the 
eleventh hour, he will see fit first to ascertain 
the correctness of the sick person's notions of the 
duty, that he does not lean too much on it as 
the means of acceptance with God : and he will 
candidly tell him, that he has great need of 
fervent prayer through the mediation of Christ, 
that this crying sin of long continued omission 
may not be laid to his account at the last day. 
The Parish Priest will find, that error prevails 
to a great degree on this point; and although he 
will frequently have laboured in public and in 
private to direct his people to a right view of 
the subject, yet will he still find the error main- 
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tained on the dying bed ; and to be faithful lie 
must not let it pass undetected. 

But if the circumstances of the patient are 
more favourable to the exercise of his ministry, 
no immediate or certain prospect of a fatal ter- 
mination to the sickness to be apprehended, 
with his mind clear, and body not racked by 
violent pain; the Parish Priest will then ad- 
dress himself to a more lengthened discharge of 
At* duties, and one which under the Divine 
blessing may promise more benefit to the party 
most concerned. For then, as he need only 
allude to death as the possible conclusion 
and not as the certain result of the patient's 
sickness, his anxious zeal need not be damped 
by the somewhat cold-hearted doctrine, that no 
saving effects can follow the rebgious impres- 
sions made under the fear of dissolution, or 
rather perhaps, that impressions then made are 
not so properly religious, as superstitious, savour- 
ing not of a godly sorrow, but of the sorrow 
of the world. On this head, while on the healthy 
and strong he will again and again urge the hazard , 
the danger of what is called a death-bed repent- 
ance, and declare his opinion to be that its ac- 
ceptance is only not impossible, he will ask 
himself, Who will dare to limit the Divine 
mercy ? What if God should be willing to show 
forth the riches of his goodness and long-suffer- 
ing even at the eleventh hour? Is it for man, 



82 THE PARISH PRIEST 

who can look only on the outward appearance, to 
whom it is said, that God's thoughts and ways 
are not like his, to reply against Him ? Again, 
he will reflect that if a saving repentance is im- 
possible on a death-bed, then .may. the sinner 
lawfully despair ; but where in the whole sa- 
cred volume, is despair authorized during this 
probationary state ? After death no repentance, 
and therefore no alteration for eternity can take 
place : but before death, a change may take 
place, and the time thereof is not to be fixed or 
limited by man. The practical inference, there- 
fore, which the Parish Priest will draw from a 
consideration of this awful subject, even when the 
sickness is pronounced to be probably a fatal one, 
is this ; — if the patient has been a grievous sinner, 
he will not withhold from him this last oppor- 
tunity, he will not refuse him this plank, as it 
were, on which, for aught he can know, he may 
yet through Divine mercy escape safe to land, 
he may yet through Christ Jesus be saved from 
an eternal death : — if he has been a careless, a 
lukewarm Christian, grasping at the shadow, and 
neglecting the substance of religion, having the 
form but not the power of godliness, he will 
place the glass before him, in which he may see 
himself, and the dismal error in which he has 
been ; he will make things appear to him as they 
really are ; he will teach him no longer to con- 
sider as venial faults or slight failings, those 
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passages in his past life, which were really 
crying sins, no longer to call good evil, and 
evil good: — he will point out to him no less than 
to the more openly audacious sinner, the abso- 
lute necessity of an entire change of heart, 
such as would, if his life were prolonged, pro- 
mise an entire change of conduct; and he will 
do all this, with fervent prayer, and under the 
humble hope, that it may, contrary to all merely 
human surmises and reasonings, please God to 
grant, that though the man has hitherto been in 
darkness, and not considering whither he was 
going, his footsteps may at last be sure ; though 
he has been worse than idle during eleven 
hours of the day, his conversion at the twelfth 
hour, and whatever fruits tliereof his present 
sickness may enable him to exhibit, may still for 
Christ's sake be accepted. 

The Parish l'riest after painfully considering 
this subject, so deeply interesting to himself, and 
to the objects of his care, may perhaps think 
himself safe, if when called on to attend the 
death-bed of a hitherto thoughtless and hard- 
ened, but now awakened and terrified, sinner, he 
acts on the above stated principles. 

Much plainer, however, is his path, and much 
more cheering in its prospects to the sick person 
is the necessary religious discipline, when death 
is not known, nor even conjectured to be the 
probable termination of the illness. As the 
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love of God is a higher and more acceptable 
motive than the fear of his anger, it will be 
better for the sick person if he turns to the 
Lord with all his heart, and calls in his minister 
to guide him in so doing, from a love of the duty 
and not merely from fear, and as a means of 
escape from the wrath of offended justice ; and 
it will be the Minister's office to find out whether 
he can keep chiefly to this principle in his inter- 
course with the sick person, and persuade him to 
prepare for another world, more through the 
gentle influences of the mercy of the Lord than 
by the soul-harrowing denunciations of his 
terrors. In some cases it may be hoped that he 
will be able to do so ; but in very many more, it 
will be otherwise: both motives perhaps, will act, 
though with different degrees of power, on the 
generality of persons; and not unfrequently, 
when fear has done its work, love will succeed 
and exert its higher and nobler influence ; — the 
man having been frightened from the gates of 
hell, has a desire and longing after the courts of 
heaven, and his flesh and his heart rejoice in the 
living God. 

. The Parish Priest will be guided in his treat- 
ment of the sick person by that insight into his 
real character, which past observation has enabled 
him to form : he will, moreover, narrowly watch 
his demeanour, and weigh what expressions of 
his feelings on religious subjects he can elicit 
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from him, during the progress of his sickness ; 
and it will be his aim with a skilful hand to 
touch that string in the mental frame which will 
the most readily make answer to a religious 
impression. But ict him smooth the way for this 
main object of his visitation by the expression of 
a kindly interest in the patient's bodily suffer- 
ing, let him listen patiently to, and sympathize 
in, the detail of his pains or weakness, and en- 
courage him not to neglect the means of his re- 
covery, because this would be to tempt God, as 
to trust exclusively to those means would be to 
neglect Him. Such an introduction will easily 
lead to a consideration of the Divine intention 
in sending sickness, which although it is one of 
the penalties paid by mankind for the disobe- 
dience of our first parents, may not always be a 
proof of the Divine anger against an individual 
sufferer, — but may be sent in mercy, either to 
wean the heart from the concerns of this world, 
or " to try the patience of the Christian for the 
example of others, and that his faith may be 
found in the day of the Lord, laudable, glorious 
aud honourable, to the increase of glory and 
endless felicity." Still however, and he must here 
probe a little deeper as he advances, he must show 
that as the sick person must be conscious to him- 
self of having merited by manifold transgressions 
of the Divine law the present and a much heavier 
trial,— it will become him to enter seriously on tlaa 
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duty of self-examination, to deal honestly in the 
review he takes of his past life, to affix the true 
character on many parts of it which have hi- 
therto been concealed by a specious outside, to 
remember that there are other sins besides those 
gross ones of lying, stealing, swearing, drunk- 
enness, murder, fornication and adultery; and 
that though he may think he has never injured 
his neighbour, he may have transgressed against, 
and grievously offended, his God. According to 
his discretion the Parish Priest will enumerate the 
various sins of omission and commission, those 
especially of which he has reason to believe that 
the sick person has been actually, or from the 
peculiar temptations incident to his situation in 
life, probably guilty ; and he will strive thus to 
help him in calling his past ways to remembrance, 
as one of the most effectual means under the 
divine blessing, of turning his feet to the way of 
God's testimonies. And if he should discover an 
unwillingness in the sick man to enter on, or to 
prosecute, this work, he will admonish him of that 
uncertainty of life under any circumstances, of 
which it was perhaps the merciful intention of the 
Almighty to warn him, by sending his present 
sickness; that however mild and favourable may 
be its present symptoms, yet these may change, 
and the prescribed remedies may fail of their in- 
tended effect ; and that the favour of God either 
towards his body, ox his soul, cannot reasonably 
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be expected by him, who lying on a sick bed, 
in a lukewarm or reluctant spirit engages in 
the indispensable duty of self examination. — 
On the other hand, should he find him submit 
with a ready mind to this religious discipline, 
and profess himself anxious to be assisted in its 
performance, but in the progress of it shall on 
any particular point either hesitate, or attempt 
to slur it over, or remain silent and yet so con- 
fused as to discover a mind ill at ease ; — in this 
case tbe Parish Priest will urge the expedience 
and perhaps, the duty, of his making confes- 
sion of the sin which presses so heavily on his 
conscience ; that he ought not to have less con- 
fidence in the secrecy of his spiritual adviser, 
than in that of his lawyer or physician about his 
temporal or bodily concerns; that he cannot 
reasonably expect full comfort to his soul from 
his minister's attendance, unless he so fur opens 
his heart and reveals his sins, as to enable him 
to judge of their nature and degree. The 
lurking holes in which sin hides itself in the 
human breast, are so various, that the wound 
may be festering at the heart, may spread its 
contagious influence through the whole habit of 
the mental constitution, and yet must be without 
hope of cure, while the spiritual physician, he 
who is appointed to attend continually on this 
very thing, is from a want of humility in the 
sick person, a want of that self abasement so 
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peculiarly acceptable in God's sight, kept in 
ignorance not only of its worst symptoms, bat 
of its very existence in a definite form. Let 
him be told, moreover, that when once, he has 
surmounted his disinclination to reveal the 
secret maladies of his soul, this conquest of him- 
self will be well repaid by the comfort derivable 
from an unreserved intercourse with his minister, 
by the consciousness of haying acted from a sense 
of duty, and by thus giving a most convincing 
proof of the religious sincerity of his heart. 

The Parish Priest must now take pains to 
ascertain the grounds of the sick man's faith, 
on what he rests his hope that any of his imper- 
fect services can be rendered acceptable in the 
Almighty's sight, and whether he feels his 
utter insufficiency for any saving work without 
the preventing and assisting grace of the Spirit 
of God. Hard will be the task in striving to 
elicit any clear account of his knowledge on 
these and other needful subjects ; as long as the 
minister himself is speaking the words of admo- 
nition or instruction, of consolation or warning, so 
long will he find in almost every instance a ready 
and patient attention; the words of his lips, 
however disregarded before, will now force 
themselves on the sick person's attention ; — but 
he must not expect, at least in the generality of 
cases, any readiness, any distinctness in the re- 
plies to the questions put : he will find it no easy 
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thing to find out what the sick person's knowledge 
really is of the gospel scheme of salvation ; and 
yet to ascertain this is most desirable, because 
if the patient can be brought to any thing like a 
statement of the articles of his faith, his erroneous 
views, if any, will be detected, and to them at 
the same time, may be traced not unfrequently 
many of his sinful actions. This connection of 
a mistaken creed with a misguided practice, will 
be found to exist more in a town than in a 
country cure ; and as, wheresoever it exists, sin 
may be said to be committed on principle, no 
pains should be spared by a minister in finding 
out if possible, the sick mail's religious opinions. 
When done, this part of his official ministration 
need not be repeated ; and his concern will 
henceforth be with his heart and will; his heart 
so deceitful, his will so corrupted, that while 'to 
administer to them with a view to their correc- 
tion and renovation is the best and greatest 
work in which a Christian man can be engaged, 
so to do it successfully requires the best powers 
of the understanding, aided by the presence of 
that Spirit which was promised by our Lord on 
the day of his ascension into heaven. The Chris- 
tian scheme must be exhibited in its integrity, 
so that no particle of its truth shall be compro- 
mised; but the clergyman so doing will 
especially press on the sick man's attention 
that branch of the whole, which his case most 
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requires him to feel and consider. He will 
not seek to inspire the full assurance of hope 
into the already presumptuous enthusiast, or 
hardened sinner, nor will he quench the 
smoking flax in the timid, and half-despairing 
penitent, by holding out the awful threatenings 
of divine anger against sins which in his case have 
been already deeply bewailed. In like manner, 
the minister will take care that his selections 
from scripture and his commentaries on the same 
shall be applicable to what he knows of the 
state of the sick person's soul, and its spiritual 
necessities ; and when he closes each visit with 
prayer, he will avail himself of any confessions 
made to him and of his own observation of the ge- 
neral tenor of the sick man's past life, to make his 
prayers also seasonable, and thereby more pro- 
bably beneficial. He will in fine always keep in 
view, that it must be his endeavour in every part 
of his ministration' to suit the medicine to the 
disease, and not like an ignorant practitioner 
pursue one mode of treatment for every malady, 
or even for the ever varying shades of difference 
in the same malady. The progress of a saving 
repentance in sickness no less than in health is 
generally gradual; by shining more and more, 
it may at length attain unto the perfect day, — to 
an enlightened faith, and a full assurance of hope ; 
but the first and last stages are very different, and 
to treat them alike, would argue culpable igno- 
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ranee, or indifference in the spiritual attendant. 
If the Parish Priest ministers in a small cure, 
and is therefore able to be a frequent visitor at 
the bedside of the sick, and to devote much indi- 
vidual attention to each case, he will do well to 
remind the object of his care, (who may perhaps 
be inclined to lean too much on the attendance 
of his minister, and to think that he is to do 
every thing for him), that he is the person 
chiefly concerned in the good effect of this 
ministration, and not his minister, who though he 
may assist him, cannot act for him ; that it is he 
therefore who must repent of iiis own sins, he who 
must exercise a practical faith in the merits of 
Christ, he who must from his heart pray for the 
aid of the Holy Ghost, and on this account so 
far from striving to drive from his mind, as soon 
as bis minister leaves tie room, all the good 
thoughts he may have been instrumental in 
kindling in him, all the admonitions he may 
have given liim, must endeavour himself to grow 
in grace, to carry on in his heart that work, in 
which his minister's visits are intended to assist 
him, and by self-communion, and an honest 
search intn the inner man, not only to render 
those ministrations profitable to his soul, but to 
ascertain how far they are strictly applicable to 
his spiritual condition, and especially to recur most 
frequently to any point which the minister may 
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have particularly pressed on his attention. In 
addition to these solemn offices that are to pass 
between the sick man and his own soul, and 
those in which his minister labours with him, 
the Parish Priest in consideration of the practice 
of the church from its first establishment down 
to the present times, of publicly praying for its 
sick or distressed members, as he learns from the 
twelfth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, verse 
five; from St. James's injunction concerning 
the sick, fifth chapter, and sixteenth verse ; and 
from the ancient liturgies of the church, will sug- 
gest to the sick person the propriety of his re- 
questing the prayers of the congregation to which 
he belongs, that he may better perform the duties 
of his present distressed state, and that he may 
obtain such a conclusion of it as may be best for 
his eternal welfare. This the sick person 
should be exhorted to do; not only as a mark of 
his dependence on God, of his entire submission 
to his will, and of his faith in his power and 
goodness, but of his practical reliance on the 
Saviour's gracious promise, that where two or 
three are gathered together in his Name, there 
He would be in the midst of them If the side 
man does not himself make mention of the 
Lord's Supper, it will be the minister's duty to 
do so. He will to one who has never yet com- 
municated in it, explain its real nature, its con- 
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ditional efficacy and acci'ptiiblciuss, its healing 
qualities to the devout communicant; and he 
will not shrink from endeavouring to produce a 
painful feeling of remorse in the patient's mind, 
for his long continued sin of habitually neglecting 
this merciful command of his dying Saviour. 
This followed by a fervent prayer for the long 
suffering mercy of God towards him, and his 
acceptance even now of his unworthy service, 
will justify the Parish Priest in celebrating the 
sacred mysteries with him. The habitual com- 
municant in the days of health, will have no 
need to be reminded of his duty in this particular 
now in the hour of his trial ; he will call for it 
as the elixir of life, the medicine of immortality ; 
and it will be a consolatory part, indeed, of his 
minister's duty, to administer to the intelligent 
and faithful Christian, who for many years has 
seen the salvation of God in this holy Ordinance. 

In the course of a long illness, as tlie clergy- 
man's visits must have been many, and his minis- 
trations sometimes consolatory, at other times cor- 
rective in their nature, so it may be hoped that 
they will have yielded fruit in the sick person in 
the conversion or renovation of his heart towards 
God, and in an increased confidence for his own 
good in his attendant minister. Of this the cler- 
gyman will not fail to avail himself, whether the 
malady gradually gives way and convalescence 
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succeeds, or its symptoms become aggravated and 
threaten a fatal termination. In the former case 
he will strive to show him how his love and grati- 
tude to God for his mercy should be evinced : lie 
will bid him reflect on the many good resolutions 
of amending his life which he made, on the many 
fervent aspirations for Divine grace, to be able 
to do so, which he offered up, when the hand of 
the Lord pressed heavily on him : how often lie 
had promised to set himself earnestly and uni- 
formly to resist that sin, whatever it be, which 
most easily beset him in the days of health; 
how repeatedly he had declared that nothing 
should divert him from being a religious ob- 
server of the Sabbath-day, and a regular com- 
municant at the Lord's table, or from the fre- 
quent use of private prayer and self-examina- 
tion, would the Almighty be but pleased to re- 
store him once more to health, and to the ability 
of serving him with his renewed strength; he 
will tell him, that his first visit should be to the 
house of God, there publicly to present his offer- 
ing of a grateful heart for all the mercies he has 
received ; and to make known to his neighbours 
his acknowledgment of the source whence alone 
they flowed ; that he must embrace the first op- 
portunity offered him, of devoutly commemorat- 
ing our Lord's death in the holy communion, of 
pleading his merits for the forgiveness of his past 
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sins, and of securing to himself grace to resist 
those temptations which will assail him on his 
again mixing with the world: and lie will re- 
mind him, lastly, that unless his gratitude for 
lits recovery shows itself in a more intense ap- 
plication to the service of God, and to the dis- 
charge of all his Christian duties, unless his 
practice in health conforms to his resolutions on 
the sick bed, he can neither expect God's bless- 
ing here, nor his acceptance hereafter : nay, far- 
ther, as his sins now will be exceeding sinful, 
being wilfully committed after his having been 
warned and convinced by the chastening hand of 
Heaven ; our blessed Lord's words, on a similar 
occasion, may be applied to him, that unless be 
takes care to " sin no more, a worse thing shall 
happen unto him." But if on the other hand the 
sickness assumes a fatal appearand', and all hope 
of recovery seems taken away, it will be the 
minister's duty to turn the dying man's thoughts 
to the more immediate contemplation of death : 
and this (on the supposition that the previous 
term of his sickness has been well employed, 
and bis temporal and spiritual concerns in such a 
state that, as fur as a frail mortal can be said to 
be so, he is prepared to attend the summons of 
Lis Lord) need not be done by a formal an- 
nouncement of the hopelessness of bis case, but 
by leading biro to think and converse, less and 
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less, of this world and all that is in it, and more 
and more of heaven and heavenly things; to 
look forward to that blessed place where sin and 
sickness are no more ; where no tear is in any 
eye ; where the weary are at rest, and where all 
is joy for ever and ever. By his minister's dwel- 
ling in his discourses on those brighter scenes 
above, so much more than on the necessary 
Christian graces and duties preparatory to the 
enjoyment thereof, which have hitherto been his 
principal subjects, he will, even if his bodily 
feelings do not assist in disclosing the truth, soon 
learn in what state he is, and that his appointed 
time is at hand l . The Parish Priest will now 
place before him, in the liveliest colours, the 
sufferings of his Saviour ; the resignation with 
which, and the end for which, they were borne; 
and the crown of glory which awaits all who suf- 
fer together with Christ, and after Christ's ex- 
ample. He will tell him of that voice which 
was heard from heaven announcing the blessed- 

1 The case of an impenitent sinner, hardened on his death- 
bed, is not here adverted to ; because such a one is not likely 
to send for or to tolerate the attendance of his parish minister: 
but should it be otherwise, and it should be deemed desirable to 
acquaint him that his recovery is not expected, it will, perhaps, 
be found better, on every account, to alarm him by insisting 
again and again on the terrors of the Lord, reserved, in another 
world, for unrepented sin, than by the plain declaration of the 
near approach of his death. 
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nesa of them who die in the Lord, that rest from 
their labours ; that reward of their unprofitable 
works which for his sake awaits them. He will 
pray with him, that he may not be affrighted at 
the approach of death, but that fixing his mind 
stedfastly upon Him who hath led the way 
through the grave unto heaven, he may look 
beyond death to that hi^li and holy place where 
the Lord Jesus is, and rejoice in hope, soon to 
terminate in the fruition of eternal glory. By 
such spiritual consolation will he endeavour to 
calm the soul of the departing Christian. As the 
hour itself draws nigh, he will urge on the friends 
and attendants of the dying person the necessity 
of observing the few directions which follow : 
— 1st, To keep the house perfectly free from 
noise of any kind, and the room itself with a 
proper circulation of air ; and in order to this, not 
to permit the presence of a useless number of 
persons, who, by leaning over or pressing around 
the bed, will much increase the distress of the 
patient ;— 2dly, Not to be too officious in offering 
nutriment, moistening Ins lips, i-liangitig his posi- 
tion, but rather to leave him quite still and undis- 
turbed ; for in the far greater number of cases, 
where reason holds her seat, the body is free 
from convulsions, and the organs of life are gra- 
dually and gently ceasing to do their office, 
perfect quiet is the principal tiling desired 
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by persons drawing close to the point of death ; 
— 3dly, To pray inwardly rather than audi- 
bly, that God may see fit to grant him pardon 
and peace, to assist him in his last agony, and 
finally to receive him into glory ;— 4thly, Not to 
give vent to their feelings in loud expressions 
of grief, until they are quite sure that the spirit 
has taken its flight ; and lastly, when the scene 
is closed, not to " make any positive judgment 
concerning the deceased, by his dying quietly, 
or violently, with great fears, or a cheerful con- 
fidence ; with sense or without ; like a lamb or 
a lion; with convulsions and terrible agonies, 
or like the silent and well-spent flame of an 
expiring taper. For these may happen seve- 
rally, according to the constitution of the per- 
sons, and the nature of the distemper that be- 
falls them : or else, according as God pleases to 
dispense the grace or the punishment, for rea- 
sons only known to himself: rather, let the sur- 
viving friends or attendants lay their hand upon 
their mouth and adore the mysteries of the Di- 
vine wisdom and goodness, and for themselves, 
pray for grace to live well, and for the bless- 
ings of a holy and happy death l ." Within no 
long time after the funeral, the Parish Priest will 
revisit the house of mourning; and while, by 

1 Bp. Jeremy Taylor. 
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religious coasolation, he endeavours to soothe 
the grief of the relatives of the deceased, he will, 
at the same time, labour to render the visitation 
of God permanently beneficial to them. He will 
suggest or supply suitable forms of devotion, 
recommend books of religious consolation, point 
out appropriate passages of Scripture ; and by 
thus comforting the afflicted, and healing the 
broken-hearted, show himself indeed the mes- 
senger of Him who first sympathized, even to 
tears, in the sorrows of the mourning sisters, 
and then alleviated them by the doctrine (and 
through the power of the Divine Majesty, by 
the example) of the resurrection of the dead. 
With his own heart, moreover, he will, after the 
death of one of his flock, hold searching converse, 
and anxiously inquire, on the supposition of Inn 
time being come, what account he could give of 
bis ministry, especially of bis late attendance on 
the sick person now dead ; where he has failed 
in zeal, vigilance, kindness, or discretion; and 
note down his errors, and be thankful for the 
opportunity yet afforded him of correcting and 
amending them in similar scenes of professional 
duty. Thus will he gradually become a skilful 
physician of the diseased souls under his care ; 
and thus most surely conciliate for himself the 
favour of that divine Physician, without whom, 
he well knows, his own soul cannot enjoy a mo- 



100 THE PARISH PRIEST, &C 

ment's health here, nor have any hope of a blessed 
resurrection and immortality hereafter *. 

1 The young Parish Priest, in connection with the subject 
of this Section, is referred to the Treatise De Visitation* In- 
firmorum, and Paley's Companion for Visiting the Sick. 
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HOLY COMMUNION. 



The Parish Priest, rightly judging that, by 
forming his people to be devout communicants 
at the Lord's Table, he is best preparing them 
for the presence of the Lord hereafter, is most 
anxious and assiduous in this part of his minis- 
terial office ; and whether in his private conver- 
sation, or in his public addresses, never loses 
a fitting opportunity of striving to instil that 
desire of Christian Communion in the Eu- 
charist, which if felt in spirit and in truth, is the 
mast satisfactory criterion he can desire of the 
work of the Lord prospering in his hand. He 
will second his oral exhortations by a free circu- 
lation of the many excellent tracts on the subject 
published by the Society for Promoting Christ- 
ian Knowledge, and if his own admonitions, by 
being more parochial/// adapted, will promise him 
more fruit, he will not scruple to print them for 
distribution amongst his flock. Using these and 
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the like subsidiary means, for explaining the 
duty and urging its performance, he will anxi- 
ously observe, on every Communion Sunday, the 
effect produced ; and, if possible, note down in 
the evening the names of the Communicants, 
with a view to a personal application to those 
who, having turned their backs on this sacrament, 
still remain unconvinced or unreformed. It will 
be one principal object of his parish walks to 
visit these persons, to urge them to candour in 
opening to him their reasons, if reasons they 
think they have, for their disobedience ; and to 
point out to them, no less than to the careless 
or hardened despisers of divine ordinances, the 
guilt and danger which they incur by such their 
neglect. He will treat with tenderness the 
scruples of the conscientious, yet with fidelity; 
commending the motive, perhaps, at the same 
time that he tries to convince them of its having 
originated in an erroneous view of the duty to 
which they are called. And if, as is too fre- 
quently the case, they are regular attendants on 
the ordinary services of the Lord's House, he 
will point out their inconsistency in neglecting 
that extraordinary one, which, in an especial 
manner, distinguishes the Christian from every 
other religion in the world, and to a participa- 
tion in which they are bound by the constraining 
obligations of a Saviour's love, and of a regard 
for the salvation of their souls. 
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At the periods immediately preceding the 
public celebration of the Communion, he will 
do well to call on and stir up, by way of re- 
membrance, any of those who have known, and 
heretofore been in the habit of performing their 
duty in this respect, but have rather relaxed of 
late, and shown symptoms of falling off. Per- 
sons of this description, however, must be treated 
with great judgment, lest offence be taken; and 
the Parish Priest should observe their absence 
from the Lord's Table not once or twice only, 
before he applies to them at all, lest lie should 
be looked on as a spy, or an inquisitor, rather 
than as their friend. Still, after a patient wait- 
ing, and after having preached in their presence 
on the duty generally of repeating frequently a 
sacrament which was intended as a memorial, and 
not only as a memorial, but as an ever present, 
an ever con tinuing source of help and comfort, lie 
will not shrink from speaking the truth to them 
as to others. And in no case, certainly not in 
that which regards his admonishing those who 
have never communicated, let him be discou- 
raged by not immediately witnessing the desired 
result. Pride is soon called into action in the 
corrupt heart of man : to be a humble and tract- 
able hearer is to be a Christian indeed; and 
at once to acknowledge and reform a past error, 
may with some take longer time than with 
others. A better motive, however, for delaying 
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to yield to their minister's advice, may weigh 
with others — that of wishing to search for them- 
selves, whether the things are so as he repre- 
sents them. In both instances, whether of 
subduing the proud heart, or of enlightening the 
dark mind, the grace of God may at length work 
the good effect, and bless what has been faith- 
fully done by his Minister, whose heart will not 
unfrequently be rejoiced as he stands ministering 
in the sacred service itself, by beholding the 
long and earnestly-sought member of his flock 
advancing to partake of the precious pledges of 
a Saviour's love. 

The Parish Priest, however anxious he may 
and ought to be on the subject of the Commu- 
nion, will do well to remember, that he may 
with greater safety urge the duty by personal 
application, on those who are comparatively in- 
dependent in their worldly circumstances, than 
on the peasantry, or the very poor in his parish. 
The former will, after all that is said to them, 
still act for themselves ; and what they do cer- 
tainly bids fairer to be spontaneous on their part, 
and more free from improper influence, than 
the actions of those who think they have a 
worldly interest to advance in complying with 
their minister's injunctions, and who promise to 
themselves a larger share in his private or pub- 
lic beneficence, by exhibiting the outward signs, 
at least, of being religious. As in our Saviour's 
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time it was not, we may safely infer, an unmixed 
motive that led the common people to hear him 
gladly, so is it with them at the present day ; 
and the Parish Priest must bewaie lest through 
his great earnestness in private conference with 
his poorer neighbours on this duty, the favour of 
their minister be more regarded by them than 
the favour of God, and the acceptableness of 
their service be consequently impaired, if not 
altogether cancelled. Of the necessity of this 
caution, in his own particular case, every Pastor 
will judge for himself; but, as a general rule in 
regulating his conversation on religious ordi- 
nances with the class in question, it should not 
be forgotten. It may be, that among those who 
present themselves as partakers in this sacrament, 
the Parish Priest discerns one whose vices are so 
notorious and gross, as not only to cause him 
to be an offence to the other communicants, and 
indeed to the parishioners generally, but such, if 
the discipline of the Church were in that vigour 
which every sincere member of it must devoutly 
wish, as to render him obnoxious to ecclesiastical 
censures and restrictions. The course may be 
a painful one which he has here to pursue; but 
it is a course sufficiently obvious to the consci- 
entious dispenser of the sacraments of Christ, 
sensible of his own incapacity of judging the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and yet dread- 
ing lest any share of the guilt incurred by 
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profaning or desecrating a Divine ordinance 
should rest on his own head. He will not 
harshly and rashly repel the man from the table, 
as if he could take on himself to say, that no 
change of heart had taken place, and in virtue 
thereof, that he had ventured to draw near for 
pardon and grace : neither will he at once admit 
him unwarned to the sacred mysteries. Taking 
him apart from the congregation, he will, in a 
calm tone and manner, point out the extreme 
guilt and danger of mocking God by an outward 
bodily service, if the heart meanwhile be far from 
him, and he himself be given up as a servant to 
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity ; that al- 
though what passes in his own conscience can be 
known only to the Almighty, yet it is impossible 
for man to conceive that he can be seriously seek- 
ing for pardon and reconciliation while the offence 
is retained, while his notoriously sinful way of 
living is still continued ; and that it is for him 
to consider in what state his soul is now in; 
what resolutions he has made, and above all, to 
bethink himself of the awful sentence which that 
man must expect to hear, who, to a guilty life 
in other respects, adds the sin of attending the 
Lord's Supper merely as a mask to deceive the 
world ; and that if this be not that eating and 
drinking unworthily which will procure condem- 
nation, no other unworthy receiving can be. If 
after this plain warning, he professes himself 
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sensible of the nature of the duty, and of the 
terms on which alone he may hope to receive 
the greatest benefit, or escape the most tre- 
mendous guilt by its performance, and still 
declares his wish to kneel before the altar, as 
one who from that day resolves to put his sin 
from him, and looks to Christ for power effec- 
tually to do so, — the Minister, in this case, will 
of course bid him welcome ; will administer to 
him the sacred elements ; and will take an early 
occasion to confer with him afterwards. But if 
the answer to his remonstrance be that of har- 
dened impenitence, or daring defiance, or pre- 
sumptuous ignorance, he will not attempt to 
unravel or reconcile the obscurities and contra- 
dictions 1 of rubricks, canons, and statutes; but 
will take the single one preceding the Commu- 
nion Service in its obvious sense, and at once 
reject the notorious offender. He must obey 
God rather than man, when obedience to both is 
impossible; and if human laws threaten him 
for his conduct, he will cheerfully undergo their 
penalties rather than betray his trust as a Minis- 
ter of the Catholic Church of Christ 

In the performance of the solemn service itself 
the minister will strictly attend to the rubrical di- 

1 Whoever is inclined to think these expressions strong, is 
referred to the third charge of Archdeacon Sharp, where this 
subject is treated by the Archdeacon with his usual clearness 
and impartiality. 
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rection as to posture; kneeling only in the Confes- 
sion, the prayer before the consecration of the ele- 
ments, and at the time of his receiving these 
himself. In administering to each communi- 
cant he will in his tone of voice and manner 
address him only, yet, without lowering it to a 
whisper, and so going to the opposite extreme 
of interrupting the devotions of his flock, and 
confounding his assistant (if there be one), by 
speaking, as it were, to the whole congregation. 
A quiet solemnity of manner in the officiating 
minister will best harmonize with the devotional 
feelings of the communicant 

As there can be no doubt, from the form of 
words, that the framers of the Communion 
Service intended that the sacred elements 
should be administered to each person sepa- 
rately, this will be the practice of the Parish 
Priest ; nor will he be diverted from it by per- 
sonal considerations, if consistently with the 
discharge of his other duties on the Lord's Day 
he can also perform this. But should the time 
fail for the discharge of all, and the second service 
of the day interfere with the first, owing to the 
very large number of communicants, which may 
be the case, and yet the Minister be unable 
to obtain the assistance of his brethren, he will 
do well to apply to his diocesan for counsel, as 
to the expediency, under all the circumstances, 
of his administering to more than one per- 
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son at a time ; and for his sanction, if he sees 
fit for so doing. It should, however, be a very 
strong case, to warrant any minister in applying 
for such a sanction : he will rather try the effect 
of frequent administrations, either of an early 
communion on the same Sunday with the ordi- 
nary one, or of repeating the service on the fol- 
lowing Sunday, or of omitting the sermon. Still, 
with many hundreds of communicants, his own 
bodily strength, if he be unassisted, or the time, 
may fail; and in such extreme cases, to the 
bishop of his diocese should he apply, and not 
on his own responsibility, and after his own 
manner, alter that to which he has promised to 
conform 1 . 

The Parish Priest, if ministering in a town, 

1 After writing the above, the article on Liturgical Reform, in 
the Quarterly Review for January, 1834, fell in the author's 
way ; from which he cannot forbear citing the following pas- 
sage : — " We know not how others may feel, but, to us, one of 
the most impressive and comfortable characteristics of the Holy 
Communion is its individuality. It is no longer common prayer 
—it is no longer congregational devotion : every man and woman 
feels that this matter is their own peculiar and vital, or, if ill 
received, deadly concern. The elements are blessed for all in 
common ; but they are delivered to each for his private comfort 
— for his own individual salvation : in that matter there can be 
no partnership : and the reverence with which the elements are 
committed to each several hand, and the exhortation is whispered 
into each particular ear, are calculated to increase the feeling of 
awful responsibility in every heart" 

7 
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will seldom have it in his power to increase the 
number of Communion Sundays, which are in 
almost every instance monthly; and an early 
sacrament on the same day is the only mode 
he has of lessening the numbers at each admi- 
nistration ; but in the country, four Communion 
Sundays in the year are the usual number. 
Now these are not sufficient, even in small 
parishes ; it is not freely and bountifully distri- 
buting the bread of life, the cup of salvation, 
even on the supposition that all the communicants 
in the parish can and do avail themselves of these 
four opportunities; but when the contrary is. the 
notorious fact, and circumstances must happen 
in families that will prevent a regular attendance 
of all who may wish to do so, the duty appears 
clear, if not of doubling the number *, yet of 
adding two Communion Sundays, one of which 
may appropriately and seasonably be on Quin- 
quagesima Sunday, and the other on a Sunday 
equi-distant from Whit-Sunday and the Michael- 
mas Communion. These details may, to some 
persons, appear too minute; but they will not be 
so considered by him who has had experience in 
the pastoral office ; and they are therefore, with- 



1 In a parish consisting of 1000 or more persons, the commu- 
nion ought not to be administered less than eight, and in one 
with a smaller population, not less than six times in a year. 
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out hesitation, submitted to the young Parish 
Priest, who may, perhaps, gather from them 
somewhat to direct his own practice, according 
to the peculiar circumstances of the cure in 
which he is placed. Rightly judging no one 
will esteem any suggestion, however apparently 
trifling, of little or no importance, which may 
help to excite or keep alive or satisfy the desire 
for fulfilling, as Christians should, the last com- 
mand of the dying Saviour. And let the con- 
scientious labourer in his Master's vineyard, who 
spends the best faculties of his body and mind 
in first explaining to his people the conditional 
nature of the benefits attached to this ordinance, 
and then publicly and privately urging a devout 
attendance on it, bear this in remembrance, that 
his labour of love will not be lost to him, even 
if it be fruitless to the objects of it; but that if, 
as is far more probable* it be crowned with suc- 
cess, he will have an abundant reward even here, 
when on each succeeding Communion Sunday he 
witnesses a gradually increasing number of com- 
municants advancing to the altar-rails, none of 
whom can reproach him hereafter with having, on 
false or delusive pretexts, drawn them thither, and 
many of whom he positively knows to have taken 
up their intention of communicating, out of a 
deep conviction of the necessity of the duty itself, 
and of a change of heart and life, in order to its 
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acceptableness in God's sight. May he not 
humbly hope that with these, and such as these, 
he shall hereafter communicate at the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb in Heaven ! 



THE PARISH PRIEST 



INTERCOURSE WITH THE WORLD. 



Bound down, as the Parish Priest is by his or- 
dination vows, to strictness of life ; separate as 
he should be from the vanities of the world ; yet 
is he in no wise called on to relinquish his sta- 
tion as a member of society, to forfeit the privi- 
leges, or forego the intercourse thereto belong- 
ing. He will, on the contrary, study to make 
the opportunities so afforded him available to the 
welfare, in the most comprehensive sense of the 
term, of his neighbours, and to let his light, his 
animating principle, so shine before them, that 
they may see bis good works, and glorify their 
Father which is in heaven. No ordinary de- 
gree, however, of religious discretion and self- 
command is requisite to effect this end : and it 
may, in the outset, be conceded to the advo- 
cates for the most rigid seclusion among tta. 
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clergy, that it is much safer for the Parish Priest 
to incur the risk of erring as an ascetic, than 
as a worldly character. However, medio tutis- 
simus ibis, is a good maxim here as elsewhere : 
for whilst some amongst his brethren in the mi- 
nistry strain their scruples to an almost absurd ex- 
treme, and declare, that the least interested partici- 
pation in the affairs of the world is enmity with 
God ; and others would seem altogether to bid 
defiance to the excellent rule of the apostle, 
" Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world ;" — he may hope that it is still 
possible so to use the world as not to abuse it, 
and so to pass through things temporal as finally 
to lose not the things that are eternal. Let it I 
be his first care to keep himself unspotted from 
the world: and then some degree of rational 
and chastened intercourse with it may contribute 
much towards the end he has at heart. Being 
entrusted with the sacred charge of watching 
over the souls of men, all of equal value in the 
sight of God, who is no respecter of persons, he 
must not forget, that the Gospel of Christ, which 
was to be preached to the poor, is also the only 
fountain of salvation to the rich ; and whilst it is his 
especial duty to demean himself towards the lowest 
of the sons of men, with that humility which [ 
prompted his Divine Master to the condescend- [ 
ing act of washing his disciples' feet; he may 
have the boldness to believe, that if he walk 

\ 
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worthy of bis commission, lie can never be an 
unfit associate for men in the highest stations. 
To seek and court such an intercourse merely 
for temporal gratification or worldly pride, would 
indeed be to bring disgrace on that connection 
which he professes to hold with a King, and ;t 
kingdom, that are not of this world: but when 
his duty, or fortuitous circumstances cast his lot 
occasionally among men of worldly rank and in- 
fluence, let him be to them an example of the 
one thing needful, and bear in mind, that not his 
own, but his Master's glory, is his chief concern. 
" Though I be free from all men," (says Paul) 
" yet have I made myself servant to all, that 1 
might gain the more ; I am become all things 
to all men, that 1 might by all means save 
some." 

Yet far, very far be it from the Parish Priest 
to appear to sanction the belief, that Christ and 
the world cannot be disunited. He must not 
countenance conduct or manners that are not 
Christian. " There is a truth," says a living 
prelate, " which must neither be withholden nor 
disguised. The world, even the nominally 
Christian world, has objects which are not 
Christian, It offers many pursuits which are 
inconsistent with the Gospel, and many more 
which arc hindrances in the way of real faith. 
It tempts with pleasures which indispose to 
piety, and are adverse to the love of God. Into 
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these dangers the mind will infallibly be led, 
and swerve towards these objects, unless it is 
habitually referred to an example more spiritual, 
and a standard more exalted than the general 
practice of mankind exhibits." The necessity 
of any rules for the regulation of the Parish 
Priest's intercourse with the neighbourhood in 
which he resides must be greater or less ac- 
cording to the inducements afforded him by the 
peculiar circumstances of his cure, and accord- 
ing to his own personal inclination and ability to 
avail himself thereof. To one man the tempt- 
ations to step beyond the line of duty may be 
very strong, while, to another, and under the 
same circumstances too, of a well-educated and 
hospitable neighbourhood, scarcely any, or per- 
haps none at all. Let each one narrowly watch 
his own prevailing tendency, whether it be to 
join too indiscriminately, or incessantly, in social 
and festive meetings on the one hand, or on 
the other, to shut the door against the society 
of any of his fellow-creatures, except the 
ignorant, the miserable, and the poor. He 
must avoid each extreme 1 : he must guard 

1 " The Jews," says the evangelical Leigh ton, " would n* 
willingly tread upon the smallest piece of paper in their wty 
but took it up ; for, possibly, said they, the name of God may be 
on it Though there was a little superstition in this, yet truly, 
there is nothing but good religion in it, if we apply it to men. 
Trample not on any ; there may be some work of grace theft 
that thou knowest not of. The name of God may be writto 
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against desecrating his holy calling, against ren- 
dering himself contemptible to all, and against 
the crime of breaking his ordination pledges, 
by the one, as also against the charge of ren- 
dering the Gospel unamiable in the eyes of the 
people, and of contracting very considerably his 
ministerial usefulness, and, perliaps, against the 
danger of spiritual conceit in himself, by for- 
mally abjuring all intercourse but what is strictly 
and directly professional ; by austerely contemn- 
ing the interchange of those courtesies of com- 
mon life, which others of his brethren, equally 
conscientious with himself, allow themselves mo- 
derately to enjoy '. He needs not to be told that 
to the call of ministerial duty every other must 
give way: and in populous cures, this call may 
be, and doubtless sometimes is, so frequent, as 
to preclude, to a faithful minister, the possi- 



Again, he says, " It is not impossible that there may be in 
some an affected pride in the meanness of apparel, and in others 
under either neat or rich attire, a very humble unaffected mind, 
using it upon occasion, and yet the heart not at all upon it. 

argenio iatujuam Jictilibui, says Seneca : — Great is he who enjoys 
his earthenware as if it were plate, and not less great is the man 
to whom ail his plate is no more than earthenware." — Quoted 
in the Aide ro /trfieclioa. 

1 Courtesy and polished manners are not the 
parts of St. Paul'i character. See Acts tivi. 29, m\4 t\s«wV.'s«. 
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bility of even the most limited participation in 
the less serious, but not therefore criminal, recre- 
ations of social converse among his neighbours. 
Where, however, this is not the case, let the 
Parish Priest keep his eye steadily fixed on the 
promotion of his Divine Master's glory, as the 
pole star, whereby to guide his course, and he 
need not fear that he infringes any Scriptural 
rule, or compromises his covenanted duties as a 
minister of Christ, by occasionally mixing in 
the circles of that society of which lie is a 
member. 

There is, however, one species of intercourse 
with the world, against any inclination or leaning 
to which, in his own mind, the Parish Priest 
will do well to enter his strongest protest and 
resolve ; and it is one which is very bewitching 
to the individual, not only on mere worldly ac- 
counts, but by seducing him into a belief that 
he is indirectly at least labouring in his vocation, 
by strenuously advocating what appears to him 
the right cause. Need he be told that it is against 
violent political partisanship, and the display of 
it in support of individuals struggling for par- 
liamentary honours, that he is here warned l ;— 
" giving no offence in any thing, that the mi- 



1 Archbishop Seeker's Charge to his Clergy on this held, 
should be treasured up in the Parish Priest's memory, and 
allowed to direct \As piacta*. 
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nistry be not blamed?" And can any reflecting 
person come to the conclusion, that offence will 
not be given when the minister is seen as a mem- 
ber of a committee, going from house to house, 
canvassing among his parishioners, laying him- 
self under personal obligations to some, and sub- 
jecting himself to taunts and refusal from others; 
and then, perhaps, mounting the hustings as a 
conspicuous spectator, if not a participator in 
the riotous, and violent, and not un frequently, 
disgusting scenes there passing? Is it possible 
that he should not be secretly, if not openly, 
censured at the time by all who witness it, al- 
though from selfish views the party with which 
he is associated may hail him asacoadjutor, and 
applaud his zeal ; or that bis conduct should not 
be remembered hereafter to the detriment of 
what ought to be the grand object of his bodily 
and mental labours ? Can he expect not to have 
a share in the beart-burnings, the jealousies, the 
rancour by which a struggle between parties at a 
great crisis is invariably attended ; and is there 
not a fear lest in his own heart the golden law 
of charity be broken; that law which surely 
proscribes very much of what passes inwardly 
and outwardly at every political contest ? 

On all accounts, then, the Parish Priest will 
best content himself with exercising in a straight- 
forward open manner his own rights as a citizen, 
without interfering with a similar 
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others; at the same time being quite willing 
and prepared, should any parishioner think fit 
to ask him his opinion of the merits (as public 
men) of the conflicting candidates, to state his 
reasons for the preference he himself may give ; 
and this he will the rather do in no lukewarm or 
equivocal manner, should the political principles 
of one of them be such as to have a tendency 
to shake the stability of that Church polity by 
which he believes true religion is best preserved 
and propagated. If in this way he can succeed 
in thinning the ranks of those to whom he is 
opposed, only because he deems their intentions 
hostile to that Ecclesiastical Community of 
which he is a sworn guardian and minister, he 
may turn a deaf ear to the charge of having 
stepped beyond the line of his duty, being con- 
scious to himself that he would have come short 
of it, by refusing his friendly counsel on any 
subject of interest to a parishioner asking for it 
In his intercourse with the world, then, tb/ 
Parish Priest must remember at all times, that 
he is as a city set on a hill, which cannot be hid,' 
and although he is nowhere forbidden from 
using the world, yet that even the appearance of 
abusing it, will not only draw on him the censure 
of all rightly-judging persons, but be seriously 
detrimental to the interests of religion. Let 
his moderation, therefore, be known unto all 
men. 
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With respect to the amusements ot relaxations 
of which he may be allowed to partake, nearly 
the same language will hold good. They shotdd 
be of the more quiet and retired kind ; and as he 
is bound to exercise great caution in the choice, 
so must he practise great moderation in the use 
of them ; for it cannot be doubted that the 
credit of his order and the influence of his 
ministry will inevitably suffer, in the minds of 
simple but serious and inquiring Christians, if 
they behold bim engaged in the eager pursuit of 
violent and boisterous, or even frivolous pastimes. 
If it be asserted that the calls on the time of 
the clergy are so numerous and important, and 
withal incessant, that any remission from them 
must involve a neglect of duty, it may be re- 
plied that in large and populous parishes, where 
the labourers are few, or the responsibility rests 
perhaps on a single individual, this may be true, 
—amusements, commonly so called, may even be 
incompatible with the due discharge of profes- 
,ional duty ; and only what may be deemed 
strictly needful relaxation, be considered per- 
missible. Yet it may even in this case be 
asked, why the clergy alone are to be shut out 
from the enjoyment of a day of rest, or how 
they, men of like passions and infirmities with 
their lay brethren, can be called on or expected 
to endure the anxious exercise of their mental 
and bodily faculties without any relaxation or 
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intermission whatever * ? The Parish Priest so 
circumstanced, while he is willing to spend and 
to be spent for his Master's sake, will yet econo- 
mize his strength as far as he is able, and so 
render himself more permanently efficient; he 
will not refuse the occasional assistance of a 
fellow-labourer ; and he will learn so to discipline 
his own mind, as that by judiciously managing 
his time, in order to meet the several calls on it, 
he may by the variety and regular succession of 
his duties, feel their burthen somewhat lightened, 
and his powers for business sustained. But in a 
scene of such severe labour, do what he will in 
attempting to unite mental pleasure with the 
discharge of his duties, (by which is meant a 
pleasure distinct in itself, and to be here dis- 
tinguished from that which always attends an 
approving conscience,) yet it cannot after all be 
called relaxation, still less intermission, and if he 
can find no time to recruit his strength when 
resident among his flock, he must, for their sakes, 
no less than for his own, occasionally withdraw 
from the scene, and for a brief while delegate his 



1 A physician of considerable experience, in his evidence be- 
fore a committee of the House of Lords, on the better observance 
of the Lord's Day, gave it as his opinion, that the constitution 
of the human frame was such as to require a seventh day of rest, 
in order to its preservation, and moreover said, that he invariably 
advised his clerical patients, situated in laborious cures, to act 
according to this opinion. 
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charge to another. The time so spent by a 
conscientious clergyman will not in any sense be 
lost either to himself or to his flock ; he will 
return with renewed strength and zeal, and be 
able to labour more abundantly and efficiently 
than he did before. 

In a cure less ardoously circumstanced, where 
the time of the minister is more at his own dis- 
posal, let him beware of forgetting to what he has 
pledged himself at the time of his ordination, 
and let his pleasures be as domestic as possible, 
connected with literature or the fine arts, or 
the study of nature in her vegetable or mineral 
kingdoms, the pleasures, in fine, of a well culti- 
vated mind, such as become the scholar and the 
gentleman. These will be more in harmony 
with his clerical habits, and will more suitably 
adorn his professional character than others which 
require no thought or reflection, or might chance 
to throw him into a miscellaneous society, in 
which, to say the least, he could propose nothing 
useful for his main object, and might perhaps 
liave his cliaracter tarnished in the estimation of 
his parishioners. Anyamusement thatmaygive 
offence to them, must he relinquished; and those 
which are perfectly unexceptionable in their 
character, must be always considered and en- 
joyed as occasional recreations, in order to re- 
cruit and sharpen bis powers for bis principal 
employment, not as themselves necessary, *»A. 
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therefore not such as ought to engross any con- 
siderable portion of his time. In a word, let 
him never forget in this matter the sovereign 
rule of St Paul, that even Christian liberty 
must be exercised with a constant regard to 
Christian charity; that he must not do that 
which is lawful in itself, if the doing of it by 
him will cause offence in his weaker brethren ; 
and that he who neglects the dictates of Christian 
prudence, neglects that which the doctrine and 
the example of the Apostles equally inculcate 
upon the unselfish and believing follower of 
of Christ. 



THE END. 
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